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TOn MERCER SLAUGHTER was born on January

10, 1826, in West Virginia. He was descen-
ded from an English family of Slaugnter which
established itself in colonial Virginia in
1816, Fenton's parents were Louis and Eliz-
abeth (Gillem) Slaughter. Louis died in 1834
and, the following year when Fenton was nine,
his mother and her eleven children moved to
Callaway County, Missouri and to St. Louis in
1842,

Fenton Slaughter had a common school educat-
ion and entered the shops of HcMurray and Dor-
man of St. Louis to learn the trade of mechan-
ical engineer., After his apprenticeship he
became an engineer on Mississippi River steam-
boats between St. Louis and New Orleans. At

the outbreak of the War with Mexico in 1846, he answered the first call for volunteers
and served for a year in Company B of the Second Regiment, Missouri Mounted Volunteers.
He was taken prisoner, but escaped after twenty-three days of captivity.

After the war he returned to St. Louis and resumed his former activity for a short
time. Im 1849 he joined an overland Ygold-rush" party bound for California and spent
a few months mining in Eldorado County, returning home by way of Panama.

Fenton Slaughter and Catherine Thomas were married in 1849. OShe lived for a short
time thereafter and bore a son, Edward, in May of 1850. In the spring of 1851, soon
after his young wife's death, Fenton again set out for California and did some mining
in Eldorado County and was engineer of the first steam-driven sawmill erected in the
Sierra Hevadas. In March of 1853 he moved to Mariposa County and, in the fall of the
year he was appointed Superintendent of Indian Affairs in California., Finding this
duty not to his liking, Slaughter resumed his éngineering trade in Los Angeles in 1834
and soon became interested in wool growing on the Puente Ranch in the San Gabriel vall-
ey. Sheep ranching became his chief business for many years and he was one of the
first to introduce Franch and Spanish Merino sheep to San Bernardino County. He also
opened the first blacksmith shop in San Gabriel in. 1854 which he operated with consid=-
erable success for many years.

In December, 1860, Fenton M. Slaughter married Senorita Dolores Alvarado, daughter
of Francisco and Juanita Maria (abila) de Alvarado of San Gabriel. She was of pure
Castilian ancestry, representing two of the oldest Spanish families in this section of
southern California. Mr. & Mrs. Slaughter became the parents of ten children; Senovia,
Florisa, Julia, Robert, Joseph, Dolores, Fenton, Lorinda, Ethel, and Floren.

In 1868, Mr. Slaughter purchased a spacious 7-room adobe home and 1,000 acres from
Raimmmdo Yorba in the Rincon Valley, south of what is now Chino. As his family grew,
Mr. Slaughter added to this home and purchased some 2,000 more acres of land on which

he farmed, raised cattle, sheep, horses and mules, and had a large wine and raisin
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