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producint vineyard. He continued as a successful rancher until 1882, when he sold his
sheep and cattle, About three years later he sold nuch of his vast acerage, still

retaining his homestead and 1,000 acres in Rincon, which ne continued to develop as oned
of the best farms and ranches in the county, raising fine blooded race horses.

Mr. Slaughter was a delegate to County and State Democratic Conventions and was
elected to the State Assembly in 18/0, serving during the: session of 1871~72. He was
also a member of his local school hoard and was appointed Postmaster of Rincon in 1873,
holding the job one year. Following the death of 3econd Disirict Supervisor E. H.
Gates on September 7, 1885, Governor Stoneman appointed Fenton Slaughter tec represent
the Second District on the San Bernardino Board of Supervisors for the remainder of
that term. In 1886 ne was elected to retain that position, serving until March 3, 1890
when he resigned from the Board and was replaced Uy Thomas Holmes.

Mr. Slaughter was a member of the Masonic Fraternity at San 3ernardino, of the Calif-
ornia Pioneer Society and of the Mexican War Veterans. He died at his ranch home in
Rincon on May 29, 1897, at the age of ‘1, survived by nis large fanily and a host of
close friends. MHis adobe nome, tnrough tne efforts of his family, become a State
Historiecal Landmark and San Bernardino County Museum; the Yorba-Slaughter Adebe on the
old Pomona-Rincon Road.

"I remember the old Devil Canyon Road. So many

TOLL ROAD accidents. You had to back up to make the curves.

"One family went down the mountainside and it was
three days before they were found. The husband was killed and the woman injured.
They had a lunch basket and some blankets in the car. The little niece wasn't injured
and her aunt cut her breasts so the child could suck her breasts for food. Their
little dog climbed the hill and barked and the men out looking for them found them.
The lunch basket was thrown so they couldn't reach it. Also the blankéts were found
hanging on the trees so they couldn't be reached. The woman covered ner husband with
his coat. I believe it was three days before they were found. I don't remember their
names.

"It wasn't long after that the highway department started talking about a new road."

Today, portions of the original road continue to be used for public, or private uses
while still other portions have been abandoned altogether. The lower portion of the
Devil Canyon Toll Road, from Kendall Drive to the mouth of Devil Canyon, is still a
a public road. The portion inside the canyon is used by the city as an access road
for water systems. The upper portion, which is the steepest part of the road, is
reverting back to nature. The section from the summit over to Seeley Flat is a public
highway.

Along the estern side of University Parkway, about halfway between north Park Blwvd.,
and Kendall Drive, rests a large granite boulder. On it is a playue that reads, "The
old toll road - built in 1875, and maintained by the pioneer Doyle family for several
decades since 188l ~ passed very near this monument before entering Devil Canyon on
its way to the sawmills in the mountains."

) who slept in and under it. There
HER!T AGE HOUSE was a fire that fortunately badly
*  damaged only one room. In the
- time the building was moved to the
corner of Eigth and D, where it was beautifully restored due to the joint efforts of

the now joined Pioneer and Historical Societies and the help of many others who were
interested in San Bernardino Piocneer History.

(This report was written after an oral interview with Lillian Miles by Norma Lee Cole
on August 26, 1985.)




