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LOOKING BACK...
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By Russel P. McDonald

1857.

Erection of an adobe
fortification called Fort
Benson, east of Colton. Built as
a result of a dispute between
gentiles and Mormon factions.

Two camels belonging to the
United States Army came through
San Bernardino on their way to
Los ‘Angeles.

Recall for the Mormons to
return to Salt Lake City.

Anson Van Leuven started
the county's citrus industry
with the planting of orange
trees, with stock obtained from
Franciscan Missionaries at San
Gabriel.

The Bella Union Hotel at
4th and D Street opens.

Dr. Benjamin Barton named
county Superintendent of
Schools.

1864.

September of that year in
John Brown's diary: ®"Bear fight
in town this afternoon.”

Cc.J. Daley, years later,
described the fight.

"Some Mexicans went up top
of Slover Mountain, and while
they were there they looked off
to the north where those orange
ranches were and they saw a huge
grizzly bear. One of the

Mexicans stayed and watched, and
the others went down into town,
gathered up six or seven
Mexicans, and went back and got
in behind that bear, made him
run into an open space, lassoed
him, put some riatas on him and
tied him up, laid him on a sled,
took a couple of yokes of oxen
and pulled him down to where
they had a cage built.

"] remember seeing the bear
fight the bull right where the
Pacific Electric depot is on
Third Street, but they only had
half a fight. The animals went
together. once and wouldn't fight
any more.

There was an old Mexican
named Espinosa who had an old
black cow with a calf. He bet
$100.00 that his old cow would
kill that bear. They wouldn't
allow them to have this fight in
the city of San Bernardino, so
they went back to Colton. They
made a big fence out of trees
and things and made another ring
inside, and let this cow and
bear fight. My mother told me
that we boys couldn't go, but I
did. I ran away and went down
there and got in to see it.

"they had the bear on the
inside of the fence, and the big
fence was where the people were
standing up all around to see
it. They put the cow's calf
right over on the south side of
the bear and when it got hold of
that calf and it started to
blat, the cow tried to get in
where the bear was. When they
opened the door, she made one
pass at the bear and ran her
horns into him up to her head,
and he just reached around and
took the cow by the nape of the
neck, and they both fell
together, dead; he killed the
cow, and the cow killed the
bear...It happened about 1864;
it was after we moved from Augua
Mansa, in 1862."




