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activities over a vast area stretching from
San Gorgonio Pass to the Mexican border and
as far east as Indio.

Father Hahn was German-born in 1850. As
a young man he learned the printert's trade
at Ravensburg, Ohio. He was ordained at
Cartagena, Ohio, on June 8, 1882, for serv-
ice in the Congregation of the Precious
Blood. He first served as pastor for six
years at the Church of the Assumption in
Rennselaer, Indiana, but shortly he was
invited by the Ordinary of Monterey - Los
Angeles, Bishop Francis Mora, to take
charge of the new school at Banning, whose
founder had unexpectedly died.

The head of the Catholic Indian Bureaun
introduced Hahn by letter to the Mother
Superior of the Sisters of St. Josepy of
Carondolet, the Order supplying the teach~
ers to the school, thusly: "Father Haln is
a good, plous, zealous, and prudent priest
9 who has got the good will and confidence of
B all who know him, He will be a safe guide
Florien Hahn, 1907. =~ - and Father to your good Sisters as they can
' T i fully place their confidence in him..."
These were destined to be very prophetic words - sentiments which could be expressed at
the end of a brilliant career as well as at the beginning. As his eulogist said, it is
not possible to"narrate in permanent form the vastness and variety of this great and
saintly soul.”

When he arrived at Banning on August 20, 1890, he found that unlike the settled-down
midwest, inland Southern California was still mostly frontier territory. There were
only five churches in today's diocesan area: Agua Mansa (1842), San Bernardino (1862),
Riverside (1886), Lake Elsinore (1887), and Needles (1888), plus Indian missions at
Soboba and Santa Rosa. By the time he was assigned im 1913, there were 16 churches and
13 Indian chapels, plus several other missions serving the Indian, Hispanic and Anglo
populations.

The purpose of 3t. Boniface's school in the words of Fr. Hahn was "to build up relig
ion in the hearts of these children of presumably Catholic people, the Mission Indians.®
But catechism was only part of the curriculum. The boys in the student body were taught
the useful arts of farming, carpentry and painting. The girls were taught cooking and
lace-making. Hahn also trained the children in the finer points of the Gregorian chant.
Finding that musical instruments had a greatattraction, he installed a 20-piece band
which became famed throughout the diocese.

An interesting tale comes from a description of a pupil recruiting trip written for
an issue of the school's newspaper, the Mission Indian, in 1897. "The Rev. Caballeria
(pastor of St. Bernardine's, 1895-1903) started on Aug. 25th for an expedition to the
several Indian Reservations for the purpose of getting Indian pupils for the Bamming
school. Rev. Hahn, unable to do so himself, had requested Father Cabelleria to go in
his place to the reservations.

"Iwo Sisters also assisted in the expedition so as to help the Rev. Father in gather-
ing the Indian children together. George Daniel, the well-lnown farmer of the school,
was the driver. Billie and Nellie were not in the least frightened for auch a great
and dangerous outing. The expeditioners started from Banning at 3 P.M., Aug. 25, and
after passing Beaumont valley they crossed the San Jacinto mountains through-the danger-
our canyon of Las Piedras Redondas, arriving at San Jacinto at 7 P.M. (oo Pags %)




