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. "The following morning they started
- very early and after passing the Hemet
Valley they commenced to ascend the
dangerous mountain in a straight line,
and in the evening they arrived safe
and sound at the well-known Wilson's
. store at Warner's Ranch. Mr. and Mrs.
~Wilson were delighted to receive the
©  Rev, Father and the good Sisters as
" their guests of honor and endeavored to
-~ do their best in helping for the
. - success of the expedition,

. "The next morning was the beginning
. ; of the most difficult part of the trip,
_ because of the difficult ascending of
, »&21 . the San Ignacio mountains, where the
G e ) mountain scenery is truly grand and
. .. .. - T« .7 . charming. The majestic nature of the

~ .Main Bnﬂdmg Destroyed by Earthquake 1918 -~ -  forest, the gigantic pines and Calif-
T - ' L ornia Oak trees, the thick bush of
rosemary and Manmnita contributes to

- - T~ -

beautify those lovely mountains.

"In San Ysidro the Indians received the expeditioners with their usual hospitality
and the Rev, Father addressed to them a few words encouraging them to keep their
Christian traditions,

"Several Indian boys mounted on horseback escorted the expeditioners to San Ignacio
in which place the Indians also welcomed the Rev. Father who spoke to them of the
necessity of Christian education.

"After getting the achool children in readiness the Indians accompanied the Father
to San Felipe in which place the Indians received the expediticners with extraordinary
request and affection.

"Father Caballeria admiring the good work of Father Hahn among those Indians encour-
aged with loquent words the Indians to love with true sentiments of gratitude the
labor of Father Florian and to be faithful to their Church and religiom. On Sunday,
Aug. 29, the Father said Mass at Agua Caliente, from which point the expeditioners
returned to Wilson's store where the good Sisters had gathered Indian children for the
school at Banning, and beginning the return trip on Monday, they arrived again at Bann-
ing on Tuesday evening at 6 P.M."

In 1901, Hahn “gave up his beloved Order to labor as a secular priest" among the
needy Indians in the state. After a year he returned to Banning as a diocesan priest.
By this time, the continuation of the school was meeting hard times. Catastrophies
such as the 1899 earthquake and a 1912 fire played havoc with the school's btuildings.
The loss of the anmual government grant was a financial blow, but with the generosity
of the good California people and others, the continued cooperation of the Sisters and
periodic help from the Bishop, Father Haln did not lose heart but kept on with the work
of the Lord.

By 1913, the strain of operating such a large and diverse domain was beginning to
take its toll. At that time Bishop Conoty reassigned Hahn to St. Francis de Sales in
Riverside, a parish which had been without a permanent priest for two years. Sending
the potential for growth, he immediately began planning to replace the 1887 wocden
structure with a masonry one. However, only the foundation had been laid for the new
ediface when terminal illness struck Hahn at the age of 66. He died quietly at Qxnard
on August 3, 1916.

His eulogist and contemporary, Msgr. Thomas J. Fitzgerald, founding pastor (1896-1928)
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