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spot which thus far the city has marked and
preserved,

Unlike some of the other city parks, in mod-
ern times it has not served as a recreation
: facility. But that was not always se. It was
one of the first recreation sites available to city pioneers. Immediately west was
Garner's Grove, a favorite picnic spot. Though the original city extended only to X
street, a board walk was constructed to the Grove. Mrs. Crafts, in Pioneer Days in San
Bernardino Valley, described a 4th of July outing held there in 18583

A procession of men and women, boys and girls marched to Garner's Grove to
celebrate the welcome anniversary of a nation's birth. The Declaration of"
Independence was read by John Brown, Jr., then a young lad, one of our pupils,
and patriotic addresses were delivered by Mr. Robbins, William Heap and 4. 8.
Sparks.... After the speeches, a feast of good things was spread under the
trees and the grove resounded with the merry laughter and frolic of the child-
ren, while the older people spent the time in happy converse."

There were springs in the low ground south of the present Union Station. In the
1920's it was a tule swamp. Water sometimes also rose into the station basement, and
had to be pumped out. In the subsequent dry cycle, the tules were cleared, and a
baseball field was constructed there, in which the Santa Fe team played rivals frem all
around, in a way renewing the tradition of city recreation. Eventuslly a small shopp-
ing center was built in the former swamp between 2nd and 3rd streets. With present
ground water level high, I wonder if the pumps are active again at the station and what
was once Stater's Market. The triangular park itself contains some history of its ewn,
appropriately associated with the Santa Fe railroad.

0ld timers will remember the Santa Fe Kite
Route, built under the directien of Fred T.
Perris in 1893, and se named bscause of the
two leops of track that met at the San Ber-
nardino station like a bow know. The larger
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= FAREWELL = T1S TOO BAD that the Santa Fe Railroad has
= . = raised the rent for Viaduct Park to a figure
= . = the city of San Bernardino feels it cannot

= VIADUCT = afford. It has been not only an attractive

= = patch of green in an otherwlse somewhat deter-
= PARK = iorating neighborhood, but it is a historic

% S

i

loep connected San Bernardino with Los Angel- [N ;‘;,,GARNER'S_;
es, going in a wide arc via Riverside, Corona, [N GROVE'
and Fullerton, and returning via Pasadena, and
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Claremont. A smaller loop ran southeast to Y ~ 185G "
Redlands and Mentone, crossed the Santa Ana :
wash to East Highlands, and returned via High-
land and Del Rosa. In its heyday at the turn

of the century, it was a popular excursien as

well as a commercial route.

The Redlands loop track left the main line
just east of the original station and angled
down to run through the south end of town par-
allel to and just south of Rialto Avenue. Aan
old map at the City Library shows where the
first station along that line stood, just east ©
of E street on the north side of the track. (See Page 25)




