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That little station now stands in Viaduct
Park. It was first moved from its original
site to a spot west of Mt. Vernon Avenue,
where it served as a residence, and suffered
some damage from a fire in an early televis-
ion set, according to Ed Heil. Then it was
moved to the park and repaired and maintain-
ed by the city. You can't go into the neat
1little building, and perhaps that's just as
well. It has never been marked with a sign
to identify it, so must people don't even
know about it.

The little station's companien is the huge
Santa Fe steam locomotive No. 3951, built at
Baldwin Werks in Philadelphia in 1927. This
mountain-type locomotive was used to pull
crack passenger trains from Los Angeles over
Cajon Pass and on to Albugquerque, N. M.
Supplanted by diesel-powered engines, it was
retired in 1953 and in 1958 was donated by
the Santa Fe to the city and placed in Via-
duct Park. Partly restored to full working condition by the San Bernardino Railrocad
Historical Society, it is the subject of some uncertainty over its future, since the
park will probably be closed.

But that's not all. Crossing over the many tracks im the railroad yards is the Mt.
Vernon viaduct, which forms the western boundary of the park. The original viaduct, a
steel and concrete structure costing $75,000, was built by the Santa Fe in 1908 to re-
place the very dangerous grade crossing over all those tracks, the only connectien
between the north and south parts of the city from I street west all the way to Lytle
Creek Wash. It wds a narrow, two-lane passage with a sharp right angle turn at the
south end, to steer traffic onto 3rd street, which was developing as the main commer-
cial street of the city. Though the speed limit in those transition days of mixed
early automobile and horse-drawn wagon traffic was 35 miles per hour, negotiating that
turn required a steady head and hand, In the July 1960 issue of Caltrans District VIII
magazine, Profiles, District Engineer E. Q. Sullivan reminisced:

“A1l too frequently, one who had imbibed
would keep straight ahead at the tum,

and go through the pipe rail and fall down
among the railroad cars below. Sometimes
such a driver would crowd an innocent
approaching driver through the rail."

In the 1920's I can remember my father, who
was the Santa Fe doctor, being called to sev-
eral such accidents, and as a young driver, I
myself negotiated that angle with infinite
care.

This viaduct was important not only for .
local traffic but also for tourists. The
National 0ld Trails Highway (Foothill
Blvd.) entered San Bernardino on A4th street
and ran smack into the big smoke stack,
where one could turn north up Mt. Vernon, if
headed for the desert, or south across the
viaduct if headed for San Bernardino. The
5th street approach was not developed until




