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DOCENTS HONORED APRIL 26

By BERYL HOLCOMB

THE REMODELED "HERITAGE HOUSE", a museum, library, and meeting hall for the San
Bernardino Historical and Pioneer Society, contains artifacts acquired by the Soc-
iety. The remodeling of this donated structure was accomplished by the efforts of
many people in the commnity who were interested in preserving a part of San Bernar«
dino's heritage for generations to come. This is a first for San Bernardino and it
provides a place where both old and young can visit and view with both nostalgia and
excitement an authentic representation of homelife during the Victorian era.

On Friday, May 18, 1984, volunteers from both the Junion and General Membership of
the Women's Club of San Bernardino served as hostesses for a VIP tour of the house.
By June there were eighteen volunteers intensely eager and very proud to serve as do-
cents. On July 25th they were there dressed in turn of the century style, and grac-
ieusly welcomed the 150 people who attending the grand-opening ceremonies. On Tuesday,
July 31, the regular scheduling of visiting hours, from 12 - 4 P.M. began. Saturdays
were added in November. At the present time, docents number 39.

Nowhere else can one find a more responsible group of women, caring, enthusiastic,
sincere, and totally dedicated. They come from all across the United States as well as
Canada and Darjeeling, India; several are natives of San Bernardino. One is a fourth-
generation resident and seventh-generation California. Two are descendants of those
who came to the valley in 1851. One's ancestors came in one of the first wagons. Eight
great-grandparents of one docent came across in covered wagons over the Mormon Trail,
two dying enroute, the others arriving in 1857.

These docents include retired as well as employed ladies, young mothers, grandparents
and great-grandparents. They are busy women who still find time to serve at the "Heri-
tage House." To date, they have donated 3,175 heurs. They have greeted several hun- °
dred visitors, including members of tours from Inland Empire organizations and schools,
and have guided them through the house. Their occupations, past and present, include
those in Music and the Arts, clerical work, one docent was president of the Secretary-
Treasurer group of San Bernardino County Retired Employees, business, teaching, adminis-
stration, library services, writing, nursing, politics, computer operations and money
management, one docent is branch manager for Pacific Savings in San Bermardino. Anoth-
er docent is the ¢ity's cultural and international affairs director,

They are active members of the City of San Bermardino Historical and Pioneer Society,
East Highlands and Rialto Historical Societies » San Bernardino County Museum, and
Friends of the Library. One docent is Chairman of the Docents at the California Room
in the San Bernardino City's Central Library. Their other organizations include .
Women's Clubs, five docents are past-presidents of the Women's Club of San Bernardine
and one is President of the Juniors. Their other organizations include Retired Teach-
ers, San Bernardino Valley Division of California Retired Teacher's Association, Parent
Teachers' Assosiation, Church and Professional Women's groups, Chamber of Commerce ’
Native Daughters of the Golden West, Daughters of the American Revolution, several sor-
oties and the Eastern Star. One docent was en the Board of the Rainbow Girls for 18
years, another Public. Relation's Committee Chairman for Aerie 8. One is President of
the Inland Empire Bruin Club and is Past State President of Alpha Beta Kappa.

Even with their very busy schedules, these docents have found time for hobbies and
other activities which include sports, reading, traveling, gardening, cooking, needle-
work, arts and crafts, flower arranging, gemology, collecting antiques, hot-air balléen
chasing, Concert Association, Symphony Guild, Little Theatre, Civic Light Gpera and one
docent has appeared in 25 productions of our Civic Light Operas, Inland Empire Chapter
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