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HARLES "GENE" GRIER was born on October 8,
1882, in Berne Township, Fairfield County,
Ohio, the son of William E. and Williametta
Rippey Grier. He started working at a very
b GE N E " ' early age while obtaining his schooling to
. ' augment the family income. After completing
GR IER two years of studies in the Lancaster, Ohie
High School, he rounded out his preparation
. for business with night courses in Business
B)’ ]ohn C. Funk \/ Administration in night schools.

At the age of twenty-one, Gene Grier felt
free to branch out for himself, and he left
the Lancaster Glass Works to go with the Den-
ver & Rio Grande Railread at Salida, Colorado,
as car clerk. He then became weighmaster for the Colorado & Ohio Smelting and Refining
Company and in 1905 went to Tonapah, Nevada, in the employ of the Tonopah Mining Comp-
any. Four years later he purchased land at Upland, San Bernardino County and began
setting out citrus groves. In 1913 he joined the clerical forces of the Commercial
National Bank at Upland, a connection that was continued for five years. In 1918 he
resigned from the Commercial National Bank because his duties there hampered his activ-
ities as a member of the San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors s an office to which
he had just been elected. At the same time he organized the firm of Grier and Redmon,
a realty and insurance firm. From the critical year of 1929 he devoted his full time
to his responsibilities of the Board of Supervisors at a time when men of his character
vision and enterprise were sorely needed.

It was not as an inexperienced politician that Charles Eugene Grier became the top
man in County affairs. In 1914 he had been elected to the Upland City Council and had
served as Mayor. Since 1918, he had been a member of the Board of Supervisors, of
which he was chosen Chairman continuously from November, 1928 until his death in 1944,
succeeding C. S. Crain. It was during the depression years of the 1930's that Mr.
Grier drew the attention of the people to the fact that more than half of the populat-
ion was on "relief" and what was needed was "jobs" not "doles." He set out then and
never stopped, getting industries located in the
county that would enable its citizens to earn
their livelihoods. The citrus owners in the
southwestern corner of the county protested that
factory smoke would hurt their orange groves.
Without regard to his political future he re-
plied, "What the county needs is more smoke over
this valley and fewer persons on relief." It
should be pointed out that Supervisor Grier was
constantly in the fore for the relief of people
who needed it, that he played a leading role in
equitable distribution of relief between the
county and the State and the reform of tax laws.
4s a result of his efforts he became recognized
throughout California as one of its foremost tax

experts.

Grier served as the County's representative
with the United States Army for the location of
the Air Service Command's huge repair and supply
depot and in degotiations for various other mili-
tary and industrial projects in this County. He
was a pioneer in the movement for flood control
and water conservation and recommended and secur-
ed the legislation that resulted in the formation
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