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of the San Bernardino County Flood Control District in 1939

During the early part of his service as Chairman of the Board, Mr. Grier directed the
reorganization of San Bernardino County's fiscal system, which became & model in Calif-
ornia. Before the outbreak of the war he organized the San Bernardino County Defense
Council, serving as its Chairman, and for the speed and thoroughness of his organizat-
ion work he was commended by important state officials, In fact, he was a half year
ahead of the Pearl Harbor attack in his plans, and his organisation for defense was
used as a pattern in the Pacific Coast states.

One might continue at great length concerning the achievements of Charles Grier, pub-
lic servant; the part he played in the securing of such industries as the huge Kaiser
Steel Mill in Fontana; the California-Aero Enterprises, Morrow Aircraft Corporatiam,
and other aviation companies; the establishment of air fields in several sectiocns of the
comty, and the United States Army bases. Then there was the building of the County
Courthouse, a structure which should serve the needs of the county for many years to
come; schools and utility programs; and his membership in state and national organizat-
ions.

Mr. Grier married (first) Cless D. Grier. He married (second) Dorothy, daughter of
George B. and Ellen Carlton, of los Angeles. Her father was a prominent engineer.

Over a period of a quarter of a century, Gene Grier was outstanding in his public
service of San Bernardino County. Without ever intending to make a career of politics,
as a relatively young man he becams interested in Municipal affairs, and to the largest
county in the United States he literally devoted his life. He brought to it industries
when they were immediately needed; he gave leadership and impetus efforts. The scope
of his activities and their success is difficult to swmmarize in a brief biographical
record.

Charles BEugene Grier died at the age of sixty-one years on February 22, 1944, at
Upland, California. Probably every official in the main commmnity, San Bernardineo
County, and such men as Governor Earl Warren, Senator Ralph E. Swing, Congressman
Harry B. Sheppard, Judge Charles Allison, the mayors of cities, cited his record and
vied in their tributes to his character and achievements,
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The first recorded meeting of the Board of Supervisors was on May 7, 1855. Present
were William Crosby and Daniel Starks, louls Robidoux was noted absent, therefore they
adjourned to Saturday, May 12, 1855, at which time Robidoux was still absent so they
met the following Saturday, May 19, 1855. Present at this meeting were William Crosby
and Daniel Starks. "On motion, William Crosby was elected Chairman of the Board."

The first official business completed by this Board was the division of the County
into five road districts, and appointment of a supervisor for each road district.

The next meeting was held on Saturday, May 26, 1855, attended by William Crosby,
Daniel Starks and Louis Robidoux. At this meeting they established the policy to be
followed relative to accounts and documents presented to the Board. After this, a
meeting on June 9, 1885, was recorded in which two road superintendents resigned.




