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Jesse James in 1875

THE JAMES BROS.
IN CALIFORNIA

By
FRANCIS J. JOHNSTON

HE PRESENCE OF JESSE AND FRANK JAMES in

California during the years 1868 and 1869
has been documented. Their activities for
1868 and possibly part of 1869 are also fairly
well established. However, there is a hiatus
between their departure from their uncle's
ranch at Paso Robles and their reappearrance
in Missouri in time for the December 7, 1869
bank holdup in Gallitin, Daviess County. At
least part of the mysterious gap can be filled
in so far as California 1s concerned. The
significant, commonly recorded events beginning
with the end of the Civil War in which the
James boys had served as Confederate guerrillas
follow below.

Shortly after Frank and Jesse returned to the

border country there was a series of bank
- (See Page5l)




