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robberies for which they received some
J AMES BRO S o Credit whether deserved or not. However,
on March 20, 1868 a bank in Russellville,
Logan County, Kentucky, operated by Nimrod
Long and George W. Norton was held up and
robbed of $14,000 notes and coin by a party
of seven men. The action took place only
after the bank had been thoroughly cased by
a Mr. Colburn who passes as a cattle buyer
from Louisville, Colburn may have been
Cole Younger. Participants are assumed by
the Pinkerton Detective agency to have been
Jesse and Frank James, Cole Younger, Ole
and George Shepherd. The latter was captur-
ed and convicted. Iliis brother Ole was
killed fighting a posse.

For a short time after the bank robbery
most of the gang laid up at the home of
cousins in Adairville, Kentucky, fifteen
miles from Russellville. Here George T.
Rites, an arthritic cousin and friend to
the James operated a grocery store. Frank
and Jesse returned to Clay County, Missouri
gathered the necessary effects and proceeded
on to California. So whether or not they
participated in the bank holdup the brothers
had sufficient funds in the spring of 1868
to depart for California by way of public
conveyance.,

All sources agree that Frank traveled by

Frank James stagecoach while Jesse went by sea. Both

in 1898 of these methods were expensive with fares

running into the high hundreds of dollars.
In 1808 the railroad was not yet transcontinental so Frank probably traveled in a nor-
thern arc from Missouri to San Francisco, a stable if costly, uncomfortable, and time
consuming journey. Jesse proceeded by train to New York City where, according to all
accounts, he saw the sights. He then took a steamer to the Isthmus of Panama where he
disembarked, made his way overland to the Pacific side where he caught another steamer
which transported passengers and freight to San Francisco. He probably picked up add-

itional cash approximating $5,000 playing faro in New York.

The brothers reunited in San Francisco in the late spring or early summer of 1868 and
began their California itinerary. They first searched for the grave of their father,
Robert S. James, who, as an itinerant Baptist minister came to California in the early
1850's., Robert died shortly after his arrival either at Marysville, north of Sacran-
ento, or at Hangtown, which became Placerville, east of the state capital.

Whatever their success in the Marysville-Hangtown pilgrimage, following it the broth-
ers turned south and almost certainly traveled by stagecoach over the California coaste
al route to Paso Robles, San Luis Obispo County. Here lived their uncle, now possibly
a medical doctor though called, '"Mr. D. W." by local residents.

Drury Weodson James had been one of the founders of the commmnity located in the area
named by early Hispanics, El Paso de Robles (Pass of the Oaks). In 1860 he and John
D. Thompaon bought 10,000 acres of government land which had been part of La Panza
Rancho and stocked it with 2500 head of cattle. Perhaps more importantly they found on
it hot sulphur or mineral springs, which together with mud baths could be and were used
for healing human ailments. A hotel with cottages soon went up and another of those
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