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ubiquitous California health spas was on the map,
His marriage in 1866 produced seven children. It
was at this place of healing that Frank and Jesse
James arrived for the summer of 1868.

At their uncle's ranch Jesse in particular partook
of available medical care including use of the var-
ious baths. The two brothers also reportedly had a
small tintype made of themselves posing together
which they sent back to their mother in Hissouri.
This she wore in a locket for the remainder of her
lifeo

The health treatment scon had the desired affect. Jesse then began riding with the
cowboys of the ranch, working the cattle. However, he remained a loner, riding on the
outside as much as he could and sleeping apart at night. One young cowboy, Charles
Moorehouse, had a rather poor lariet of horsenair and grass. Seeing its deterioration
one evening Jesse passed on his own rawhide rope to Moorehouse. The next day Frank and
Jesse rode out and did not come back.

The standard sources -- except for Frank Triplett -- are silent as to what the James
boys did from that day until they appeared again in Missouri in time for the robbery in
Gallitan of the Daviess County Savings Bank, December 7, 1869. There are rumors and
implications linking the James brothers to Myra Belle Shirley heed, her husband Jim
lteed, Cole, Jim and Bob Younger and stagecoach robberies in Southern California. How=
ever, a close study of the locations and dates of travel for those notorious people
show that the Youngers probably came no further west than Texas and that the Reeds were
Just entering California for their stay in Los aAngeles as the James were leaving.

Frank Triplett appears to have received some information from sources available to
him at the time of his writing (1882). Whether accurate or not the James boy's advent-
ures according to him are worth summerizing because they are plausible. Triplett's
account also indicates the southern direction of their Jjourney out of the state.

In 1869 the principal California north-south road was that known from Spanish times
as El Camino Real, the royal highway, or more prosaically the coast route., Developed
by the two arms of Spanish Imperial colonization, the Army and the Church, in order to
link up the various missions, presidios and towns. It soon became a distinct riding
trail from Sonoma in the north to the tip of Baja California. In American times it
expanded into a freighting and stagecoach road and was also the route of the Butterfield
Overland Mail Company. After the advent of motorized transport it was transformed into
U. S. Highway 101. In 1868 this road passed through Paso Robles.

While journeying south over this coast route the James boys apparently noticed a num-
ber of prospecting parties branching off and heading for mountains to the east. Appar-
ently out of curiosity or with an actual intent to try some mining, they tralled some
of these parties into the mountains until they reached a gambling-dancing hall., Here
they paused and began to game. Because of their high winnings a dealer by the name of
"Curley'" Sam challenged them to a game of draw poker. But when Jease caught Sam palm-
ing out two aces he slapped him. "Curley" produced a knife and Jesse shot him in the
arm, Frank covered the door but supporters of the dealer appeared with more knives and
the boys had to shoot their way out. A mob collected and organized a pursuit but the
James set an ambush under the pines. The boys then continued south into Arizona and
New Mexico. Triplett's recounting of their adventures there is also interesting but is
of no concern here except as it confirms the southern direction.

If the Tripplet account is true, or at least appraximates what actually happened,
there are a number of places in Southern California where the brothers could have turn-
ed off the coast route to explore prospecting and also become involved in a gambling
fracas. However, in light of recent documentation which establishes their presence
near Temeeula, San Diego County, it is most likely that they continued on the coast
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