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The first, or most northerly,
wag the road across the Mojave
Desert. Difficult and dangerous
it brougnht travelers into north-
ern Arizona, nevada, and up to
Salt Lake City. Tnis would have
been awkward and indirect for
the brothers to have followed
with the Missouri border country
‘ as their objective. The most
- southern trail was the one which
the Butterfield joined, It was
the most "civilized" passing by
and through towns and ranches
and of easy access to law enfor-
cement. At the Colorado River
it passed right by Fort Yuma with
its military garrison and into
Arizona City, a busy commnijcat-
ions hud for freighting, stage-
coaching and river shipping. How-
ever, the boys also learned of
this third road often called
Bradshaw's route for the miner
who developed it in 1862, Branching almost due east from San Bernardino, this road ran
up San Timoteo Canyon, through San Gorgonio Pass, around the base of San Jacinto Mount-
ain, through what is now Palm Springs, along the "cove Route"of today, across what is
now Coachella Valley and between desert mountain ranges until it reached the river about
where Blythe is today. Here one crossed by ferry to Ehrenberg and proceeded by conven-
ience back down to Tucson and the established Gila or southern route and thence to new
Mexico, Texas, and back to Missouri,

This trail was used by some freight wagons, stage lines and travelers, including out-
laws who wanted to avoid lawmen and inguiries. There was no military presence except
for a quartermaster officer and clerk at Ehrenberg. Ranching past San Gorgonio Pass was
non-existant and there were only a few scattered mines in the desert. The Indian popul-
ation was strong but did not interfere much with the American transportation or mining
commmnities. The brothers must have decided to go over to this central desert route and
to reach it from Temecula by way of established trails through the mountains. Lester
Reed confirms this supposition in his discussion of other early ranching families in
the Santa Hosas: the Hamiltons, Thomases and Garners. At the east end of Thomas Nount-
ain is Bear-trap Canyon where the Thomas hud trapped the great California grizzly bear.
There was for many years a doughout in this canyon with a log front, whether line shack
for the early cattle men or storage place for loggers is uncertain. It was destroyed "
in the early twentieth century by a forest fire. However, all of these families and
other old timers named by Reed knew this dougout as a place where Frank and Jesse James
stayed while in the area.

From the dugout the boys would have descended to the desert floor by any ane of sever-

al then well-known Indian trails in use by the cattlemen. There they would have become
simply two more obscure travelers heading east over the lonely Bradshaw Trail.

(Editor's Note: We welcome the noted historian, Frank Johnston to the pages of
Odyssey with this fascinating article about the James brothers in California. We
have on hand another article by him called "Stagecoach Through San Gorgonio Pass,"
which we will print in a future issue. We hope our readers enjoy scanning Frank's
work as much as we do.....FH)




