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OCATED ON THE SOUTHWEST corner of the

o P e ox O\ NS San Bernardino County courthouse is a
D NPT 2 F e s “.A%%\Z monument dedicated to all families who
" j" — T’:,s settled San Bernardino in the period be-
W THE R tween 1851 and 1857. Included in the
g‘.‘}g b &z) 128 names engraved is a man named Robert
X L Poppett. Although a forgotten man today
'g‘iff POP . o ETT I"’;g’ his family has been associated with the
@ F AM I LY :;ﬁ} ;:;It::ry of the valley for more than 130
g;gf, B e Born in Shropshire, kEngland,to Robert
E.@ y *ﬁ@} and Elizabeth Poppett on April 28, 1839,
bl NICHOLAS R. CATALDO M his mother died when he was only 3. llis
& L% father, a convert to Mormonism, desired
E:_;C‘?.?! oy ;}7%_,7%?%_‘7;1@) to come to america and unable to bring
. S M T Rt YD ol e g DU i fS X 2 s
A A I A R R N N the wntire family, placed young Robert
:%Zoéwv 25 s 378 B 2R s 3L LY e in the care of an acquaintance.

The party sailed to the United States
by boat and landeded at mnew Orleans, where they proceeded upriver to Council Bluffs,
Here young Hobert's benefactor died and the boy was left in the care of total strangers.
He was taken to Salt Lake City, Utah, in 1849. Although only 10 years old, he aided
in herding and guarding stock from maurading Indians. Robert lived with twelve differ-
ent Mormon families before reaching his eighteenth year.

Robert arrived in San Bernardino in 1854, during the time San Bernardino was predom-
inately liormon. The town was peaceful and law-abiding and had turned into a model
farming community envied by other towns. Robert's present protectors liked what they
saw and decided to make 3an Bernardino their nhome.

After working on farms and ranches for several years, Robert decided to go into the
desert freighting business. For 30 years he worked as a driver for l2-mule teams from
3an Bernardino to Prescott, Ehrenberg, and La Pasz, Arizona and Ivanpah, Cerro Gordo,
and Fort Mojave in California, along with other lively points.

Robert was a quiet man. Standing about 5'9" tall and weighing around 160 1lbs., he
wore a large handlebar rustache as a young man.

around 1870, while he was still involved in freighting, Robert reacquired the "itch"
for farming again. According to the 1871 assessment Record, Robert owned two two-acre
lots within the city limits of San Bernardino and fifteen-acres on the San Bernardino
Rancho. His possessions included three horses ($75), five mules ($125), one wagon and
narness ($/5), twenty-eight stock cattle ($224), furniture ($15) and one dog. His real
estate inprovements anounted to $700 and his personal prop-
erty totaled $1100.

In 1882, Hobert bought 350-acres near Bunning in the San
Jacinto Valley. He names it "Poppett Flats." Although the
land today is subdivided, the former cattle ranch still
retains the name.

During the early 1880's, Robert bought 27-acres of land
in San Bernardino between E Street and D Street, and be-
tween what is not 13th Street and l4th Street. He kept
this land as well as "Poppett Flats" until he died in 1918.

Twenty-eight years after leaving England, Robert received
news about his father through an advertisement in a Salt
lake City newspsper. After some correspondence, he sent
money to pay the passage for his father to come to this
country. Robert's father lived the remaining years of his
1ife with him until his death on January 2, 1892, at the

age of 88, (Ses Page 56) Robert Poppett




