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Robert Poppett married Miss Alice Case of San Bernardino on July 31, 1863. They had
twelve children, ten of whom survived early childhood., There were eight boys and two
girls. The boys were: John, who became a saloon owner and rancher; George, a miner and
railroad employee and rancher; Ed, a policeman for L7/ years; Huley, first road foreman
on the old "switchbacks" road, leading to Big Bear; Morson, farmer and rancher; Ira
and Grover, both employed by the Southern California Gas Company and Thurmond, employed
by a San Francisco restaurant. All of these boys spent part of their working days on
"Poppett Flats!" in addition to their other occupations.

The girls were: Irene, who married Will Hitchcock, owner of the "YHH" Cattle Ranch in
Holcomb Valley and Lea, who married Cleve Martin, who worked for the Santa Fe Railroad.

Robert Poppett died on March 2, 1918, at the age of ‘78 years. He is buried next to
his father in the Pioneer Cemetery at San Bernardino.

One year before Robert Poppett's father arrived in America, another member of the
family desired to migrate to this country. Herbert Poppett, a nephew of Robert, was
also born in Shropshire, England. He was born to John and Martha Poppett on July 14,
1865.

In 1881, at the age of 16, Herbert arrived in America by boat. After his arrival
he traveled by immigrant train from New York to San Francisco in 20 days. He then
traveled to San Bernardino where he joined his uncle.

In 1882 Herbert repaired and moved into an old adobe building on Poppett Flats. It
was built many years before as a shelter for the vaqueros who herded cattle belonging
to the San Luis Rey mission station in Loma Linda.

In 1893, this slightly-built man, standing 5'7" and weighing around 135 lbs., bought
10-acres of unimproved land from James Fleming and the Tyler brothers, located on La
Praix Street in Highland., He cultivated the land and planted citrus trees. Eventually
he bought two other 1O-acre tracts near Harlem Springs.

The first of Robert Poppett's sons to work on Poppett Flats was Edwaerd. Third oldest
of the boys, he was born in San Bernardino in 1867.

In the summer of 1885, Ed, with the help of his cousin Herbert, built a new home at
Poppett Flats. After taking in the first load of lumber by pack mule from Banning, a
distance of 13 miles, Ed broke trail to Dutch Flats where George Hatinah had built a

new sawmill.

Mr. Hannah had purchased a section of land from the Southern Pacific Railroad and laid
out a townsite which he named Raynetta, after his son. Later the name of this small
town was renamed Idyllwild.

Ed Poppett brought his bride to live in the new home on November 11, 1885, He had
been working on an old Indian and cattle trail from
Poppett Flats to Banning, helping to widen it and
turn it into a road.

Ed Poppett eventually operated a small dairy and

milked sixty cows a day. Much of the milk was churn-

~ ed into butter, which was packaged into one pound
pieces and appropriately labeled, "Poppett's Ranch
Butter."

Ed and his brothers Morson married sisters. Mor-
son built a home on the southeast portion of Poppett
Flats and helped with the dairy. His home burned
down shortly after 1900,

In 1900 Ed Poppett moved his famly to San Bernar-
dino and built a home on D Street, between Base Line
and 13th Streets.

ED. POPPETT, POLICEMAN - 1905 In 1905, Ed, a solidly built man of 180 lbs.,
(See Page 57)




