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HE JULY DAY along the banks or the Colorado
FR AY River dawned hot and muggy as the restless band
of Yuma Indians psyched tnemselved up for the final
FR ANC IS CO deed of frenzy. Suddenly, against their chief's

wishes, they fell upon the remaining two white cap-

tives and soon clubbed them to death. Such was the

GARCES fate of Fray Francisco Garces, explorer extradion-
aire of untrod lands in Arizona and California for

om——— over ten years and then, in an odd twist of fate, a

Bv R. B Harl martyr to the faith.

y * rucc ar °Y Fray Francisco Tomas Hermenegildo Garces was born
in the Villa of Morata de Conde, in the Kingdom of

Aragon, Spain, on April 12, 1738, lie entered the
Franciscan Order as a novice when 15 years old and was ordained at 25. Then he applied
for mission work in the Spanish Indies and was accepted for training in Holy Cross Coll-
ege at Queretaro, Mexico, remaining there five years until 1768. His first assignment
was at San Xavier del Bac Mission near present-day Tucson.

Within three years he learned, through exploration, about the best two approaches to
Yuma from Mexico. He had also been across both the Gila and Coloradoe Rivers. In 1771,
with "no other escort than his guardian angel," he had explored across the desert of
Imperial County to the foot of the San Jacinto Mts., on the southeastern side, going as
far as Signal Mountain near Calexico. He made these inland Journeys, as Gov. Sastre
wrote, "with no other provisions than a little pinole, a little chocolate, and a few
strips of jerked beef..." He went on to describe the missionary as being a well-nigh
perfect physical speciman, tall, well-formed, of iron frame, and absolutely fearless.

These accomplishnents and attributes fitted in with the Viceroy's intent of finding
an inland route from Sonora to lMonterey and San Francisco as a safer means of supplying
and colonizing the new coastal missions being established by Father Junipero Serra. The
possibility of extending Garces' explorations northward to meet this goal occured to
Capt. Juan Bautista de Anza, comsander at Tubac, Mexico.

The latter's request for permission to head an overland expedition into Alta Califor-
nia having been granted, he set out on January 8, 1774 accompanied by Father Garces and
a handful of soldiers, muleteers, and servants, plus horses, cattle and pack animals.
The party reached the Yuma Indian villages at the juncture of the Colorado and Gila Hiv-
ers without difficulty, but then problems multiplied. The first assault west across

: _ . shifting sand dunes had to be reversed. A
second one succeeded by going south down the
west bank of the Colorado and following arr-
oyos west to the middle of the Cocopah lits,
By working northwest along that range, the
expedition reached the foot of the San Jac-
into Mts. On March 11, they turned west to-
wards a gap and within a few days their
spirits were revived by "most beautiful
green and flower-strewn prairies, and snow-
covered mountains with pines, oaks and other
trees." (l.e., the Anza area above Hemet).

They then followed the San Jacinto River
to St. Joseph Lake (Lakeview) and on to Riv-
erside. On March 21, 1774, near the South-
ern Pacific Railroad bride over the Santa
Ana River near Pedley, Father Garces celeb-
rated the first Mass to be said in the pres-
ent . iocese of San Bernardino. The next day
de Anza and his party descended upon the

(See Page 59)
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