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surprised missionaries at San Gabriel Mission (found-
ed September 8, 1771) amicst a welcoming chorus of
ringing bells, booming muskets and shouted greetings.
By May 26, the explorers were back in Tubac again,
having covered more than 2,000 miles of inhospitable
country.

Having blazed the trail, de Anza's subsequent car-
eer was devoted to establishing the best trails and
to taking colonists and supplies from the old provin-
ces to the new, Father Garces on the other hand, ever
restless, spearheaded the remarkable but ultimately
vain Spanish efforts to move the whole northern fron-
tier of the southwest up to a line which could provide a direct route west uniting San-
ta Fe and Alta California.

When the second de Anza expedition set out in the fall of 1775, Father Garces, who
had begun the jowrney, received permission from the leader to be left behind near Yuma
so that he could satisfy his curiosity about the upper Colorado River. This set him to
thinking in terms of a route from the mouth of the Santa Cruz valley across country to
the Colorado and thence directly to Monterey. A sililar strike eastwards might effect
a link with Santa Fe.

The good missionary began by making an expedition to the mouth of the Colorado and
back in December, 1775 (by that time de Anza was crossing Riverside County on his way
to the coast). Father Garces was very anxious to win the souls of the large groups of
Indians who were sustained by the rich Colorado delta and never lost an opportunity to
prepare them to accept Christianity. On February 14, 1776, he set off up the Colorado
in company with a Yuman guide and a liojave Indian who lived beyond the villages prev-
jously visited. They did not follow the stream itself, but worked through the mountains
along the right bank, where Garces hoped to locate a good road to upper California.
Within two weeks they reached the Mojave settlements near Needles, and the friar was
warnly welcomed as "the first Spaniard who has been in their land." When he asked them
to take him westward "to see the fathers who were living near the sea, they agreed and
offered soon to accompany me, saying that already they had information of them (at San
Gabriel) and knew the way."

Father Garces set out on March 4, 1776, with his Yuman corpanion and three Mojave
guides, crossing the }Mojave Desert westward along the present route of the Union Pacif-
ic Railroad and just south of the later Highway 66 route. This carried them along the
Mojave trading trail to the coast and resulted in meeting parties of Indians returning,
some of whom had seen the missionaries. The Garces party reached Barstow by mid-March
and then turned south at about Helendale and Victorville. They did not cross the moun-
tains to Cajon Pass but probably by the head of Devil Canyon or Cable Canyon. Garce's
diary for March 22 reads, "After three leagues, I crossed the mountain range south-
southwest. The trees mentioned yesterday reach to its top, whence the Ocean is in view
the Sa).nta Anna River, and the San Jose Valley" (renamed San Bernardino valley many years
later).

The party descended to the valley and quickly reached San Gabriel two days later.
There, Garces rested for two weeks, but failed to secure military cooperation for find-
ing a link between his cross-country route and an inland route direct to Monterey. Un-
dismayed, he set off to find the latter route himself. He traveled up the route of to-
day's Highway 5 to east of San Luis Obispo Mission (founded September 1, 1772), then
back south to the Kern River (May 5) and east past Bakersfield and through the Tehacha-
pi range. By a new route, having picked up his left-behind guides at the head of the Sen
Joaquin valley, the party crossed the Mojave Desert again (May 17-30) and reached Need-
les.,

Instead of proceeding south to Yuma, Father Garces decided to satisfy his longing to

layout his "new road" eastwards. He started out on this new enterprise on June 4 with
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