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new guides from the Walapals tribe, heading for the Moquis
pueblos. As nearly as can be determined, they traveled almost
straight across country, scrambling up and down narrow trails
along the almost vertical walls of the difficult canyon-laced
country. The Grand Canyon (first seen by Spaniards 15 decades
previously) so impressed him that he was moved to write that
it was "as if the sierra were cut artificially to give entrance
to the Rio Colorado." At Oraibe, New Mexico, he encountered
so much hostility from the Moquis (Hopi Indians) he reluctantly
decided on July 4 that he must turn back instead of goinyg on to visit the existing Cath-~
olic mission at Zuni.

He arrived back at Needles on July 25, to be welcomed as a beloved one thought dead.
In the August and September heat he rode his rmle down the river to the Gila Juncture
and thence up its valley to his mission home of St. Xavier, returning after a year's ab-
sence., He had proved by his multi-thousand mile journey, both west and east of the Col~
orado River, that even Santa Fe could sometime be connected directly westward to lonter-
ey and environs. Eventually, however, due to the difficult terrain and Indian animosity
the future Old Spanish Trail was laid out in 1830 northwesterly from Santa Fe to Salt
Lake, then southwest to San Bernardino valley and thence west to Los Angeles (founded
September 4, 1781) and up El Camino Real to Monterey and the northern Franciscan miss- .
ions.

About the time that a colonizing expedition set out in the suzmer of 1781 from Sin-
aloa, Mexico to establish the pueblo of Los angeles, a tragedy struck which precipit-
iously ended Father Garces' career at the early age of 43. The traveling padre had in-
dicated in his end-of-trip report to the Viceroy on January 3, 1777 that there were same
1 or 15 points on the Colorado and Gila Rivers where missions might be founded. How~
ever, Garces assuned as few as four might be establisned., The local political situation
led ultimately to only two being authorized and that, after three rears of wrangling.

In the fall of 1780, Teodoro de Croix, the frontier commznient, finally sent a party
of missionaries, soldiers and soldiers' families to the Yuma crossing of the Colorado
River. But, instead of establishing true missions or presidios or pueblos, he opted
for two military towns with churches. Nevertheless, these two settlements on the west-
ern bank (today's Imperial County) were named Mission La Purisima Concepcion (where Ft.
Defiance was later built) and Mission San Pedro y San Pablo de Bicuner, located nearby.
Because of the setup unsuited for the area, neither the missionaries led by Father Gar-
ces nor the soldiers achieved effective control. On the other hand, the Spanish pres-
ence and their livestock interfered with Yuman food gathering activities. The whites
disregarded the Indian rights to land, firewood and mesquite beanas. Also the authorit-
ies tried to save money by assigning fewer soldiers and granting less money for Indian
presents. Although friendly with Father Garces after ten years of companionship, the
Yumas were not keen for Christian conversion.

After nearly a year, Indian discontent focused on an emigrant party using the Anza
Trail bound for California. Again these new whites antagonized the Yumas and distribute
ed insignificant presents. The Indians plotted retaliation in secret. After the emig-
rant train from Sonora had gone its way west, the Yunas, on July 17, 1781, in almost
simltaneous attacks, fell on the outposts. At San Pedro, they killed all of the sold-
iers and some settlers but spared the women and children. Fathers Juan Diaz and Matias
Moreno were martyred. Ty the next day, La Purisma was wiped out and Father Garces and
Juan Antonio Berrenche were taken prisoner. The following day, July 19, they were also
martyred by the Indians in a final fit of revenge.

Later a special expedition from Sonora recovered the bodies of the four priests but
meted out no punishuent. All of the murdered padres were buried in one coffin in the
church at Tubectema, Sonora.

A fitting eulogy might be taken from Father Pedro Font's diary. Padre Font had accom-
panied de Anza all of the way on the second expedition. Before Father Garces left that
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