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trek, as we have seen at Yuma, his brother Franciscan priest had this to say about the
future martyr: "(He) Is so well fitted to get along with the Indians and to go among
them that he appears to be an Indian himself. He sits with them in the circle, or at
night around the fire, with his legs crossed, and there he will sit musing two or three
hours or more, oblivious to everything else, talking with them with much serenity and
deliberation. And although the foods of the Indians are as nasty and dirty as these
outlandish people themselves, the father eats them with great gusto and says they are
good for the stowach and very fine. In short, God has created him, as I see it, solely
for the purpose of seeking out these unhappy, ignorant and rustic people."”

Considering the eventual conversion of rany bands of mission Indians, Father Garces
did not die in vain. His spirit continued to inspire and o guide both missionaries
and converts.

After his retirement from the school system in 1964,

Popp ETT Ray Poppitt worke<d for a few years in Big Bear as a car

salesmane.

Ray is now 80 years old and going strong, speaks with pride when asked to reminisce
about the impact his grandfather had on the early days in San Bernardino. No doubt,
if Robert Poppett were alive today he would be mighty proud himself that the name
wPoppett" has had quite an impact on this one-time Mormon settlement.

- The establishment of the society's library is
underway. Librarian Johnnie Ann Ralph has
’4 v BT Y/I/&_“JS sorted our collections and establi hed proced-
ures to list, catalog and process the library's
books, periodicals, pictures, etc. A series of "Library Tuesdays" and "Library Satur-
days" have been designated to train volunteers and to begin setting up our library.

We have many "historical treasures" but NEED YOUR HELP so they may be used and enjoy-
ed.

Please call Ms. Ralph at 887-6118, or 887-7326 if you can volunteer some time to
help us out.

"Library Tuesdays" will be on October 28, November 11 and December 2, from 1:00 FM
to 4:00 PM. Perhaps you can come down on one of these dates?

"Library Saturdays® will take place on October 18, November 15 and December 6, from
9:00 AM to 1:00 PN. Dlerhaps these dates would be better for some of you.

Refreshments will be provided, so come and join-in on one of the society!s most
beneficial projects.

Library News will be a regular colum in Odyssey. In the next issue we will note
the library's periodical holdings and needs. We always welcome donations of boocks
about western history - particularly San Bernardino Bounty - or magazines, photographs,
or what have you.

JOHNNIE ANN RALPH




