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HE CONSTRUCTION OF THE SANTA FE SYSTEM required

a lengthy supply line. Trains routinely needed
to take on water and coal, change and feed crews,
and put on extra locomotives. Bagdad, a siding
built between Needles and Daggett about 1883, prov-
ed to be an ideal site for a stop. It lay at the
foot of a steep grade up ash Hill.

A mare forbidding locale could scarcely be found.
Ancient cinder cones and lava flows marked a volcan-
ic landscape. Bagdad was in the driest part of the
Mojave Desert., the rainfall averaging little more
than two inches a year. Temperatures could reach
110 degrees F. (Ironically, abundant water lay
below the site.)

Information about Bagdad is very fragmentary. A
depot-telegraph office, coal hins, water tower, and
perhaps a restaurant may have existed as early as
1888, A post office was established in May, 1889.
About 40 to 50 persons lived at the statiow during
jts early years, most of them railroad employees,
such as engineers and conductors; a few men had
families. The tiny business district in 1892 emb-.
raced a general store, a railroad eating house, and
the depot, which probably housed the postoffice, :
the telegraph office, and a Wells, Fargo & Company
agency. The population doubled during the next
few years, to an estimated 80 or more. A traveler
from San Bernardino came across a less-than-genteel
scene in January, 1896: "At Bagdad is a freight car
rigged with a double roof, In it the engineer
lives. His sweet~faced little daughter stands in
the door, and his dog lies on the door-step. No

trees, no shade; =— coal bunker, water train —
(See Page 3)




