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a Mexican village of a hundred inhabit-
ants." By 1898, the town also contain-
ed a stable and a Harvey House, a rest-
aurant-hotel serving mostly railroad
crews, though a room or two would be
kept vacant for mining men and other
travelers.

During these early years, the lack of
water remained a serious problem. The
railroad drilled a deep well in 1902,
reaching water at only 150 feet. But
the water turned out to be too mineral-
ized for use by the community or rail-
road, and the well was soon abandoned.
Al]. water had to be hauled in daily in
tank cars -- 16 cars a day in 1919, or
168,000 gallons. The water was run into
a cistern and then pumped into an elev-

: ated water tank. Locomotives had to
take on plenty of water and coal because of the steep westward grade.

Still, the residents managed to adapt to their environment. One family would sleep
in wet sheets on summer nights and even managed to raise a lush vegetable garden. A
stately row of pals and athel trees -- the latter a gift from a visitor appalled by the
blealmess =- were also planted.

Meanwhile, during the early 20th century, mining booms built up the stations between
Needles and Daggett. From Amboy and Daggett, roads led south into the Dale district.
From Amboy and Daggett, roads led south into the Dale district. Post offices were
were established at Danby and Ludlow; school districts were created at Bagdad (1904),
Ludlow, and Amboy.

0f especial importance to the growth of Bagdad was the development of the Orange
Blossom group of claims. The claims were discovered by an Indian in the Bristol Mount-
ains, 10 miles north of Bagdad. To develop the property, John Denair, a division sup-
erintendent of the Santa Fe and the founder of a town near Modesto, organized a company
and set out on a vigorous stock-selling campaign. Work at the Urange Blossom speeded
up in 1907, when the mine shipped its first ore.

The main activity centered on the adjacent claim, the Orange Blossom Extension, in
mid-1908, the company built an eight-stamp mill and a camp made of pine and redwood
buildings, well minted, furnished with running water, lighted with electricity. The
settlement comprised an assay laboratory, well-fmrnished office, boardinghouse, rooming
house, two snug cottages, a stable, barn and corral. Water was piped several miles
from a Budweiser Spring. Below the mine and mill, "just far enough so that the music
of the stamps will be subdued," the Orange Blossom company laid out a town named Hodg-
man in early 1909.

Denair also built up much of the region along the railroad. At Amboy, Denair's comp-
any erected a frame lodging house for visitors and a huge warehouse. An auto made
daily trips to the mine. At Ludlow, Denair built a two-store concrete store (still
standing in late 1984). At Bagdad, he built offices, corrals, a large store, powder
magazine, cottage, bunkhouse, power plant, even a chicken coop. The Santa Fe built a
spur to handle supplies for the power plant and store. A stage line and power line
connected the Orange Blossom. Tow other mining companies owned corrals. The railroad
maintained the depot, blacksmith shop, toolhouses, section ouses, pumping plants, even
an ice plant. Rounding out the town were the school, post office, Harvey House (with
its own hog pen), and probably a store. (A few years later, the county established
branch libraries in the school and town.)
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