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But at the site of Hodgman, plans for cott-
ages, a large hotel and general store, post
office, and other buildings never materialized.
The mine and then the mill shut down in early
y 1909, and the Orange Blossom company went bank-
. rup‘b.
- The suspension of work at the Orange Blossom
§ did not "come as a surprize to mining men who

had been kept advised of developments," the Los
Angeles Mining Review commented. "It is merely
another case where expensive milling facilities
have been provided before the extent and exact
value of ore bodies have been ascertained. The
work of exploration had been allowed to run be-
hind in a marked degree and, as early as six
months ago, it was predicted that the manage-

' ' ment would sooner or later be compelled to

acknowledge its mistake...." Still, the property may have "real merit," and more in~
telligent mining might uncover "large bodies of pay ore."

The collapse of the Orange Blossom boom probably signaled the end of Bagdad's heyday.
Only 80 persons lived there in 1910. True, travelers could still get water, gasoline,
meals, and supplies at a store in 1917 but Ludlow, only 20 miles west, had developed a
large commercial district. In the meantime, Route 66, at first a dirt track, was being
built through Bagdad from Chicago. A fire burned much of Bagdad in 1918. Then the
Santa Fe double tracked its line and reduced the grade up Ash Hill; the reduced grade
made helper locomotives unnecessary. The post office finully closed in April, 1923,
Just as the railroad company was completing the realignment. Happily, Route 66 was
paved in the 1920's, and a few businesses grew up along the highway. The school main-
tained a healthy enrollment until 1937 wnen it and the library branches were closed.
Travelers could still find accomodations in 1939, but only about 20 residents remained,
in contrast to 150 at Ludlow and nearly 100 at Amboy.

During World War II, the Marine Corps established an enormous base south of the rail-
road and closed the road to Dale and Twentynine Palms; in turn the road leading south
from Amboy was paved.

Bagdad continued to shrink until it contained a service station, cafe, and tourist
camp along Route 66 and the depot, pumping plant, and section house along the railroad.
Then the Santa Fe converted to Diesel locomotives and motorized its maintenance crews.
The secktion house was closed; the hotel and water tank were torn down. In 1960 the
Journalist L. Burr Belden could find only boarded-up railroad structures, the pumping
plant, and the stately row of palms standing near the foundations of the depot and
hotel.
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SQURCES: The story of Bagdad has been pieced together from business directories, David
Thompson's water-supply paper on the Mojave Desert, a travel article in the Redlands
Citrograph in 1896, David Myrick's Railroads of Nevada and Eastern California, and
articles in the Los Angeles (American) Mining Review and Patricia Keeling, Once Upon a
Desert.

The only comprehensive account of Bagdad's history is L. Burr Belden, "Busting Rails,
Mine Center of Bagdad Fading," San Bernardino Sun-Telegram, April 3, 1960, p. B=12,
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EDITOR'S NOTE: The above is from Alan Hensher's new book, Ghost Towns of the Upper
Desert, Volume I: San Bernardino County, Co-Author is Larry Vredenburgh and the book
will be printed at a future date. Meanwhile excerpts will be printed regularly in

Odyssey.




