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The origin of the Arrowhead is still unknown,
but there are many legends. One of the legends
is told by Doctor D. N. Smith. He tells about
when he was a little boy and his father was
very sick. An angel came to him in a vision
and showed him a place at the foot of a mountain
side where an arrowhead was pointing. Here,
the little boy's father might be cured. Many
years later, Doctor Smith came to the San Ber-
nardino valley and saw the sign on the mountain.
He named it the Arrowhead. He went to the foot
of the mountain and found sulfur springs and
discovered the springs to have great healing
powers.

Another legend is about the Coahuilla Indians,
An evil spirit lived in the mountains and loved
to make the life of the Coahuilla Indians miser-
able., He would roll big rocks on their houses
and bring heavy floods to the valley. The Ind-
ians wanted to have a meeting with the evil spirit. They went up to the mountain side
to talk to him. After they talked, they decided to play cards. The Indians were win-
ning and the evil spirit got mad. He took the ace of spades and threw it against the
mountain with such force, that the mountain opened up and swallowed the evil spirit,
leaving the mark of the ace of spades on the mountain side.

The third legend tells another story about the Coahuilla Indians. They lived east
of the San Luis Ray Mission. They were peace-loving, but were always being bothered by
their war-like neighbors. All of the Indians had a meeting with their God of Peace.

He said he would lead them to a quieter home. One night they saw a fiery arrow in the
sky. It pointed towards the west. It settled into the mountain, leaving the mark of
the Arrowhead. Tne Indians lived under the Arrowhead happily.

The fourth legend is about two Indian braves who were in love with the chief's daught-
er. They fought a duel with bows and arrows to win her hand in marriage. One of the
braves was shot in the heart. The other brave realized the danger he had escaped, and
pulled the arrow out of the brave's heart. He shot the bloody arrow into the mountain.
The winter rains and summer suns made the arrowhead grow to the size we see today,

To this day, the Arrowhead is still in the San Bernardino National Forest. In recent
years, fire and floods nave eroded the Arrowhead and the outlining brush. The forestry
service has made erosion control barriers around the arrowhead to protect it. I hope
for years to come I will be able to look out my window and see the Arrowhead.

Erika Zeidler
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HONORABLE MENTION - "It Happened in San Bernardino."

The Serrano Indians were the first people to live in San Bernardino Valley. Their
children did not wear clothes until they were 12 years old. The Serrano Indian's chil-
dren went rabbit hunting with their fathers. Soon the children
learned to hunt very well. Then when the Serrano Indian's children
grew up they could teach their children the same skills they learn-
ed. The Serrano Indians knew the right time to get up to look for
rabbits. They got up very early in the morning to hunt for rabbits.
The Serrano Indian's children's parents wore rabbit skins. The men
wore it around the middle of their bodies. The women made a coat
out of it. So you know that rabbit was their favorite prey.

Ken Correa
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