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kind, a hot drink, a bit of fruit, a pastry or maybe a
tamale with which the butcher had that day presented her.

Sister Mary was an incessant worker. To her an hour of
sleep,  more or less, mattered little. Before the bell
awakened the sisters from sleep at half-past four in the
morning, she was faithfully out with a bucket, watering
the trees wnich she had planted along the edges of the
tract and which still afforded snade to the passers-by in
the wilting heat of San Bernardino summer a half-century
later. Like St. Francis with tne birds, the restless
convent cow also fell under her spell and permitted only
the kind sister to milk her. Once, when she was incap~
acitated by a broken limb, Veronica Myer, one of the boar-
ding students, offered to perform tnat chore for her.
Bossie, however, objected to strangers. Sister Mary
Joseph, divining the reason for the cow's aversion, dress-
ed the girl in tne habit of the Immaculate Heart and
the unsuspecting cow was successfully milked. Sister
Mary died in 1902, having presided over her domain for
better than two decades.

Meanwhile, the 1893 St. Catherine's was reorgunized as an orphunage, an arrangement
wnich endured until after World War I. Sister Raphael, who was particularly conspic-
uous for her charity, carried on the humanitarian work in a kindly manner. The instit-
ution appeared to be well-governed and the orphans were contented, happy and healthy.
Life waus simple.

The children, chaperoned by the sisiers, went for long walks in the country. They
had feast-day celebrations, sodality meetings, literary and musical programs followed
by refreshments, and picnicked frequently at Urbita, Harlem Springs, and elsewhere.

Mr. Kohl, the general manager of the Highland Motor Company, was generous in furnisning
them with free transportation. The ladies of St. Bernardine's parish supplied them
with ample lunches. Their daily chores and school tasks were interspersed with suit-
able recreation periods.

All orphans showing evidence of musical talent were given special training in piano,
violin and mandolin. Those who were apt in their studies were sent to the Immaculate
Heart Academy in West Pico, Los angeles, to finish high school. These girls later ent-
ered the nursing or teaching field, their expenses being furnished by the sisters until
they became self-supporting.

Eventually, the education of orphans was consolidated into a Los Angeles facility, a
move which led to the closure of St. Catherine's in 1925. The buildings were demolish-
ed to make way for the new California Hotel on the leased land. But the tales of the
old school were not forgotten as a most interesting aspect of educational history in
San Bernardino. As this is written over 60 years after the school's closure, graduates
and former students are still living in the area and are willing to spin tales from
those marvelous memories.

IN 1854, after the town was laid out, Lyman and Rich sold the cne-acre lots for
$100 each, Many Mormons, when they left hastily in 1857-58, lost heavily in the em-
ergency sale of their property, some of it improved by the erection of nouses. The
buyers were able to make a good profit on these purchases, for in ten years the price
had substantially increased. According to the Guardian of November 20, 1867, "a
small house with an acre lot, in town, was sold for the sum of $/00." pnow think of
the value of an acre of land in downtown San Bernardino over a century later.
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