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The City of San Bernardino Historical
Society was founded on November 16, 1977
and Incorporated by the State as a Non-
Profit Organization on July 20, 1978.
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EDITOR'S COLUMN

ROM ITS COLONIZATION by Mormoms in

1851 until the coming of the railroads
some thirty years later, San Bernardino
was noted for its ideal geographical loc-~
ation.

First used as a supply center to shuttle
goods from parts of Southern California to
military posts and Mormon satellites in
Nevada, Arizona, New Mexico and Utah, it
later became the jumping off point for
passengers and freight bound for mining
camps in the upper Mujave Desert and
across the border in Arizona Territory.

But little has been written about how
mich towns like Los Angeles depended on
San Bernardino products during the 1850's
vhen the latter was a hodge podge of adobe
huts, Spanish and Mexican Citizens, along
with a few Anglos as town merchants.

Los Angeles drew her regular supply of
butter, eggs and poultry from the Mormons
then and since hard money was scarce it
was usually paid for by the barter system.

It also took three days to travel bet-
ween the two towns, across the open spaces
referred to as "the desert." Obviously
the products arrived in rather poor cond-
ition, particularly during the summertime.
The butter would melt and eggs grow stale.

San Bernardino also furnished most of
the lumber used in Los Angeles. Only two
settlements of any consequence stood be-
tween Los Angeles and San Bernardino then.
These were San Gabriel and El Monte,

The first town was filled with mostly
Spanish Dons, Mexican laborers and Indians

-being converted to Christianity, while the

latter was populated by a wild bunch of
Texans. One could either get converted or
shot within an area of ten miles,
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