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Others established section lines, and the
STAGE COACH U.S. Army's Corps. of Topographical Eng-
ineers laid out the future route of the
(Continued from Cover) Southern Pacific Railroad.

During September 1857 a movement to
bring the proposed Butterfield Overland
Mail Line through the Pass came to a head.
Dr. Isaac W. Smith of Highland Springs
Ranch was in the state legislature on a
party plank to get the Butterfield for
the Pass. He and two others actually
surveyed a road from the Pass to Yuma
Crossing at the beshest of the San Bernar-
dino County Board of Supervisors. But
the new company's own survey parties in
the spring and summer of 1858 were unable
to establish water points below Dos Palme
as in Coachella Valley, so the Pass road
was rejected in favor of the way through
San Diego County including Warner's Pass
and Temecula.

But 1861 saw the opening guns of the
Civil War with Butterfield cut off short in Texas after about three years actual runn-
ing time. Confederate troops occupied Tucson and threatened Fort Yuma. In January
1862 gold was located on the Colorado River above the Ehrenberg crossing of today, and
a town named la Paz sprang up. Energetic California Unionists wanted the Confederates
out of Arizona and New Mexico and a stage line to La Paz. Both wishes were fulfilled
by Septamber.

California Union volunteers, suffering un-remembered hardships and fighting forgotten
battles, reclaimed Arizona and New Mexdco for the United States. Trailblazers William
D. Bradshaw and James Grant, operating separately, opened a new road from San Gorgonio
Pass to the Colorado River mines. The first stage over the new trail for Arizona left
the Bella Union Hotel in Los Angeles on September 6 with six passengers, the U.S. Mail,
and Wells Fargo Express. With the coach and six horse team was a horseherd and other
equipment to be used in establishing stations along the way. Two had been built earlier
by Butterfield interests, one at Whitewater and one at Agua Caliente (Palm Springs).
This company, Colorado Stage and Express Line, managed by David W. Alexander, pressaged
at least nine different lines that used San Gorgonio Pass from September 1862 to Sept-
ember 1877 on the Arizona run. Not all will be mentioned. Some closed quickly because
of failure to obtain the vital U.S. Mail contract; and there were several name changes.
Scheduling to Wickenburg via the Colorado Desert began with its founding in 1863.
Shortly connections were made from Wickenburg to Prescott and Tucson. And from Tucson
additional links in the stagecoach chain: could be followed as far as Albuquerque, Santa
Fe or Carson for connection with a railroad head for points east.

Although disaster and tragedy occurred at times on the trail,generally good business
acumen was demonstrated by the stage and freight enterprises that flowed through San
Gorgonio Pass, The first tragedy effectively stopped Alexander's Colorado Stage and
Express Line. His superintendent and at the time driver, Warren P. Hall, together with
messenger Henry Wilkinson were both killed at Highland Springs by the hosteler, Gordon.
They suspected him of stealing the express box and $1200. Questioning of Gordon under
duress led to his counter-violence and their deaths.

A new line, La Paz Express and Saddle Train, was underway in late 1863, although
freighting to Arizona, aside from passenger coachimg, had continued without stop. Two
businessmen, the trailblazer James Grant of San Bernardino, and rancher John R. Frink
of San Timoteo Canyon, owned and managed this line., Except for short intervals Grant
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