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Oro Grande through a gap they could see in
the mountains. Down they came through
Crowder Canyon and the Narrows to Cajon
Canyon and San Bernardino, where the starv-
ing men killed three of the San Gabriel
Mission herd of cattle.

Smith wes followed by other American
trappers in the 1830's and 40's. Piute
horsethieves led by Walkara, and sometimes
accompanied by American renegades like Peg-
leg Smith, came through the Narrows, bent
on raiding southern California ranches,
Long pack trains of mules came through on
their way from Mexican Sante Fe to trade
with Mesican Los Angeles.

There wasn't any road, or riding or hik-
ing trail through the canyon then. The
“"road" was in the rocky stream bed.

. _ Then came the wagons of the Jefferson
Brown toll road in Crowder Canyon gzthﬁgy ;dtﬁwbziidizgl,a?g ZZntrsl;mg:ﬁlif ze
near the foot of Upper Narrows. with Addison Pratt as he described in his
diary on December 19, 1849, what it was

like to take a wagon through. They had to camp at Crowder Canyon in the pouring rain
the night before. In the morning the wagons started through the Narrows in the bed of
the rushing stream.

"We were all jammed together in the narrow pass and all had to be helped but

our own wagon. It halped itself up and down the rocks. But the rest had to

be lifted and pried to get them up and down.... (This was) the roughest place

we found between Salt Lake and California."

By now the route they traveled had come to be called the Salt Lake Trail.

The Mormon colonists with their covered wagons did not come through the Narrows in
1851 because a Banning teamster named Sanford had found a longer way around, through
West Cajon Canyon, that was less rocky and steep and better for wagons. But hoof and
foot traffic continued to use the Narrows.

When the franchise expired, it became a county road, and in its later days was oiled
to accomodate early automobiles. Parts of this paving can still be seen, as well as
some rock work where the edge of the road was shored up. From Cajon, the road entered
the mouth of the canyon on the east side, then almost immediately it crossed to the
other side on a bridge. When Brown Road was abandoned after the devastating flood of
1938 and the state highway up East Cajon Canyon took over the traffic, the steel bridge
was moved to span the outlet of Lake Gregory. The cement abutments, however, can still
be seen. Most of the roadbed withstood tre floods of modern times, and, with some re-
pairs, has now been made into a segment of the California Riding and Hiking Trail.

To get there, take the I-15 freeway to the Hwy. 138 offramp, and double back past
a garage and cafe to a dead-end stretch of the old paved road. At the end of it, and
overlooking the eastbound weigh station, is the Salt Lake Trail Monument. From there
it is a few steps to the mouth of the Narrows, where a small sign marks the start of
the trail.

If this is to be a one-way hike, cars can then go on around the mountain on Hwy. 138
into Crowder Canyon at the head of the Narrows to meet the hikers,




