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OR OVER A CENTURY the little town of

Banning was a sleepy farming comunity
- disturbed only by a few transients stop-
pint by to pickup something to eat or have
the horses fed or gas tanks filled.

But few know of Banning's historic past.
Lying between the mountainous peaks of San
Gorgonio and San Bernardino, two of the
tallest peaks in California, it is a part
of what is known as "San Gorgonio Pass,"
a vale through which thousands of settlers
poured into California during the latter
part of the 19th Century.

Many gold seekers trzveling over the old
Santa Fe Trail came to our state through
the pass and when the early stage coach
routes were formed, many went through the
pass also.

One of the many characters who roamed
in the Banning area was the infamous
Indian renegade,'Willie Boy," featured
by Harry Lawton in his classic novel of
the same name. A motion picture, starring
Robert Blake and Robert Redford, was made
from the book. :

One of the more prominent stage coach
companies utilizing the pass was that run
by Phineas Banning. Llegend says that
Wyatt Earp was one of Banning's drivers
but no contemporary information backs this
up.

One thing in Banning's favor (?) - there
are literally hundreds of thousands of
acres around Beaumont and Banning availabl
for development and, presumeably, it won't
be many more years before all of them are
covered by housing or manufacturing plants.
Then another part of the old West will be
gone -~ covered by the concrete jungle.
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