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CRIME

(Continued fram Cover)

Traffic on D Street in 1872. A covered wagon train has just entered town.

As the ordinances were set up, the town Marshal was not only policeman, but road sup-
erintendent, traffic officer, jailer, pound master, and collector of taxes and fines —-
a pretty important person in the San Bernardino of the 1870's.

Every man between 21 and 60 was responsible annually for a day's work on town streets,
bridges and sidewalks. Or, if he chose, he could pay the Marshal $2 to hire someone in
his place., Today employers are responsible for collecting Social Security and sales
taxes from employees. Then they were responsible for seeing that employees paid the
poll tax -- or paying it for them. The town Marshal was in charge of this road work,
and if any man loafed on the job, he was to be given two additional hours of worke.

Business licenses were required then as now. Proprietors of billard parlors or bowl-
ing establishments paid $2 quarterly for each table or lane, and saloon keepers $7.50.
Circuses paid $10, and other lesser show companies $5, per performance, and peddlers
and patent medicine vendors paid $2.50 a day. Such was the type of amusement in this
frontier town.

Then as now there were dog licenses to consider. The owners of dogs running loose
paid §1 for males and §5 for females, the license to be attached to a dog collar. The
Marshal was the dog catcher, too. He was instructed to keep an unlicensed dog 24
hours, If the dog wes not ransomed with payment of the license fee plus 50¢ for seiz-
ure, it was disposed of.

Offenses on which the Marshal was to act included variations of disturbing the peace
-~ "Moud noise, offensive conduct, threatening, traducing, quarreling, challenging to
fight or fighting, or using obscene language or gestures." On conviction, the fine was
up to 8§25, or up to 25 days in jail. Again, proprietors of businesses were responsible
for either maintaining order or calling the Marshal. Otherwise they risked a fine
themselves., Disturbance of a religious assembly was another offense.

There was even a speed limit. Riding or driving a "horse, mare, mule, jack or jenny"
on the streets of the town "carelessly or willfully at a rate faster than a slow cant-
er' was subject to a fine of up to $25, Nor was one allowed to ride or drive an untam-
ed animal in town.

The need for a speed limit may not seem necessary in those days before a gas buggy.
But an example from the Weekly Times, September 20, 1879 illustrates what could and did
happen. ,
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