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The district was a poor man's dream. Eight to 10 dry-washing machines were
at work in June, 1897. That fall, 15 men were taking out $1,000 in placer gold a
week. Despite the heat, 40 to 50 men worked in the district during the summer of
1898. An estimated $25.000 had been taken gut of the placers in 15 months.

The lode miners, too, were doing well. By the fall of 1898, four
small stamp mills were running, and the mines were turning out $1,000 a week by
early 1899. Two of them were socon down several hundred feet.

But this boom began to fizzle. The placers were petering out, and the lode
mines were slow to develop. Nor was the weather "wholly inviting to the tender-
foot." With temperatures hitting 125 degrees F., most of the mines suspended work
during the summer, although rich depaosits at the Capitol (Capitola) group kept
operations going year round.

The district's isolation remained a greater problem. Freight and mail were
carried along roundabout routes through the present Joshua Tree National Monu-
ment to Walters Station (Mecca), Banning, and Palm Springs, about 60 to 80 miles
south. The Dale-Walters circuit, of about 150 miles, required five days; the Dale-
Banning round trip took six days. It might take up to four weeks for a replace-
ment part to arrive. Once, after the 0.K. had drilled holes for blasting, it was
learned that the mine lacked the explosives to fire the shots. " ..Itis but
another illustration of 'so near and vet so far.'..."

It was little wonder that freight usually cost $20 a ton. To cross the
4,600-foot summit of Pushawalla Canyon, one teamster would lock the rear wheels
of his wagon with chains and a brake-log, then half drag the wagon, chains grat-
ing and wheels screeching against the boulders, 20 vards up the grade, rest a few
minutes, and repeat this routine eight to 10 times.

The lack of water, however, remained the most serious hindrance to mining.
From the district's scattered springs and wells, placer miners had to bring water
10 miles. The Ivanhoe mine and mill brought water four miles, the O.K. nearly 10
miles, and the Brooklyn a record 23 miles.

These drawbacks took their toll. Only 63 persons lived in the district
in mid-1500, when mine owner Charles B. Eaton asserted that anyone with "capital
and grit enough” to invest in a powerful pumping plant could "bring the camp out
with a rush and make money for all interested . . .."

(See Page 39)




