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Dale, the supply for the camp having to be brought four miles up hill." Perhaps
not surprisingly, the post office was moved to the Supply Mine's camp in early
1915, and Dale was abandoned.

The various booms had created three settlements: the ariginal Dale City,
near the dry lake; "New Dale,” to the south; and "Dale the Third,” at the Supply
Mine. Another veteran desert traveler, J. Smeaton Chase, found this string of
settlements of interest while making a horseback journey in July, 1915.

First, at Lyons' (Burt's) Well, only a "few scraps of adobe wall" remained to
mark the site of Dale City, where he "could barely find shelter from the wind in
what was left of Virginia Dale. The historian of a mining camp must be early on
the scene if he is to find anything more than the ground on which it stood."

New Dale had degenerated into "a row of little buildings" that served as
"blind pigs." or speakeasies, "a sort of parasite whose only reason for being was
to help the miners of Dale to get rid of their money . . . ." A water trough and
wary man remained.

Riding up the stairway-like street at the Supply Mine's camp, Chase found
a more welcome reception. That "friendly chap,” the cashier, "at once took charge
of me as an unexpected guest; insisted on my taking his room for my own, and
quartered Kaweah in the 'Company's' stables. Other conveniences were offered
by the resident doctor, and in effect I was made free of the camp."

Chase found 50 to 60 men, half a dozen women, about 10 children, and
one "badly spoiled baby." The mining operation was "a highly organized affair"”
with electric lights in the buildings and water piped six miles from the lake.
" _ . Day and night the whirr and crash of engines goes on unceasingly. It was
strange to wake at night and hear the roar of machinery in that remote place . ...




