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The best modern account is in Lulu Rasmussen 0O'Neal's classic history of the
Twentynine Palms area: A Peculiar Piece of Desert (Los’ Angeles, 1957), which has
recently been reprinted.

~ Interviews form the basis of three popular accounts: Harold and Lucille
weight, eds., "Ghost Town With Restless Feet,"” Calico Print (Twentynine Palms),
June, 1951; Ronald Dean Miller, Mines of the High Desert (Glendale, 1965); and
Johns Harrington, "Flight from New Dale,” Westways, March, 1943 (v. 35), pp. 14-15.
These accounts all contain interesting photos of Dale II.

william Clark's Gold Districts of California (cited earlier) contains somewhat
general figures on the output of the leading mines.

The district seemed to be a favorite of L. Burr Belden in the San Bernardino
Sun-Telegram: "Dale District Long Producer of Rich Gold Ore," Feb. 21, 1954,
p. 20; "$100 Ore From Dale Noted by Mint's Director," June 23, 1957, p 24; and
"salley Leaders Are Owners of Brooklyn Group,” June 30, 1957, p. 20.

——— perpetually low, this workfare program must have seemed a practic-
CR l ME al solution for the punishment of non-violent offenses. :
(From Page 36) Selling liquor to an Indian was of course forbidden.

Nearly everyone in frontier San Bernardino of the '70's owned
and used firearms as a part of his necessary equipment for hunting and personal protect-
jon. But using them on the streets of the town, or carrying them concealed, or threat-
ening with them or other deadly weapons, or resisting a peace officer, were matiers for
consideration by the Marshal. There were exceptions, though. The Marshal was authoriz-
ed to issue blank cartridges for use at holiday celebrations. Travelers, teamsters, or
hunters coming, leaving, or passing through town, were given one hour's grace. This
provision had to be made for travelers, for though Indian attacks on the mountain sett-
Jements in the 1860's had shifted to the desert area in the 170's, there was real dang-
er there. Amdamong the former mountain men and other pioneer settlers, hunting was
still not only a sport but a practical source of food for the table. Members of the
military, or peace officers on duty or parade, were of course exempted.

After the hurried departure of Mormons, responding to the call of Brigham Young in
1857 and '58, and a sudden breakdown of the religious and moral control, San Bernardino
staggered for a while in the restoration of civil authority and courts. John Brown, Sr.
wrote to Judge Benjamin Hayes in November 1861,

"The only item of news here is that a robbery of some kind is committed
almost every night. Stores are broken open, hencoops are robbed, beehives
carried off, smashed to pieces and contents taken away, even the duck ponds
are made destitute of the little swimmers.

#There have been two murders here since you left, one an Indian and the other
a Mexican. Ben Mathews killed the Indian; the old Mexican was killed by an
Indian in the most brutal manner I ever heard of. The authorities take no
notice of these matters!"

But solid citizens prevailed, and the town pulled jtself together. Since 1863 the
community had had no formal government, but i 1869 it was incorporated as a town.
Local Indian troubles were over, and town toughs had found the place unhealthy. The
discovery of silver at Panamint generated a boom in San Bernardinoc in the early '70's far
freighting and related commercial ventures. San Bernardino was growing up.




