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Warm Springs school in 1887

to expand under the control of the
Mormon Council until the creation
of San Bernardino County in 1853,

After arriving in San Bernardino
valley and making camp at Sycamore
Grove, the Mormons made preparat-
ions for a school. The first one
was held in a tent and it also
served as a church and council
room,

Within a short time, a fort was
establiehed on Crafton Street
(now Arrowhead Avenue), between
Third and Fourth Streets; conste-
ructed to guard against Indian
attacks. During this time the

Mormons erected another school, two one-room adobes on the south side of Fourth Street,

between Crafton and Utah Streets (now D Street).
ton and Jefferson Schools.
Crafts) were the first teachers.
care of the primary students.

The buildings were called the Washing-

Professor Ellison Robbins and his wife Eliza (later Mrs.
Robbins taught the upper grades while his wife took

For four years this was the only school in San Bernardino and farmer®s children, liv-
ing east of town, had to walk sometimes as far as ten miles to attend the schools,
This became too much of a hardship, so a school site was selected in the eastern part

of San Bernardino, in the Warm Creek area.

A meeting of farmers and other interested

persons was held and three trustees were selected to supervise. They purchased an acre
of land for the new school grounds and built a one-room adobe there, called the Warm

Springs 8chool.

After the adobe was damaged by an earthquake and the great flood of 1862, it was re-

placed by a logz building in 1864, and later replaced a,

in three other times - in 1875,

1889 and 1926. On this same spot, on Sterling Avenue (which was a dusty road then,
hardly more than a path) south of 9th Street, the present Warm 6prings School still

stands.

It became a part of the city's unified school district in 19L4.

South of town, at what 1s now the corner of Waterman Avenue and Central Avenue, was

the Mill District.
mmity later called Valley Truck farms.

Formed in 1856, it served farmer's children living in a little com-

- From 1927 on, the area began
taking in more black families
who had moved out of Los Ang-
eles and surrounding cities
looking for opportunities to
farm, while some of them were
actually engaged in farming on
a small scale, it seemed that
others came to the area to
escape the hustle and bustle
of the larger city. The
majority of those who came
were people with strong Christ-
ian backgrounds and family
ties. Because the school was
by then predominately black,
the first such in town, press-
ure grew to hire a black as one|
of the three teachers for the .
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Mill School in the 1940s.

schoolhouse.




