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Tn 1924 a small school, located north of town in what was called the Arrowhead Sett-
lement, was included in the San Bernardino school system. This school, built in 1890,
was on the corner of 48th Street and Mt. View Avenus; the present site of the Edgehill
Club. Although for many years the area was considered to be north of the city limits,
today it is a well-populated area with a nearby business district ‘along 40th Street.

Other school districts who eventually merged into the San Bernardino Unified School
District, as a result of the town's population growth and expanding boundary lines,
included:

Year Formed Year Annexed ‘ Yoar Formed Year Annexsd
American 1859 1891 Mount Vernon 1854 ?
Central 1868 1891 Riley 1859 1891
City Creek 1869 1942 St. Elmo 1891 1910
Xeenbrook 1913 1943 Warm Springs 1856 1944
Mill 1856 1967 West Cajon 1914 1920

In 1891 the first permanent high school in San Bernardino was built, a towering three-
story structure, standing at the southwest corner of 8th and E Streets, the present
site of Sturges Auditorium., When the present San Bernardino High School was built, the
old building became first the Intermediate School, and later a jJunion high school. It
was abandoned and torn down after being damaged in the 1923 earthquake, which also
caused the abandonment and removal of the old main buildings at Patton State Hospital
and the razing of the tower on the old cowrthouse.

With the continuing prosperity of the area, two major industries, railroads and agri-
culture, the town had suddenly blossomed into a city.

San Bermardino was ready for a newer and larger high school and in 1910, despite pro-
tests by many student's parents as being "way out in the country,” a new site was sel~-
ected on an old cow pasture located between two dirt paths called 19th and E Streets.
The school was completed and opened to students for the first time in 1915.

Sturges Junior High School replaced the old Intermediate School in 1925 as grammer
schools were reduced first to six grades from the former eight grades and then the
first year of high school was added to the former intermediate grades.

Described as an imposing ediface in its inaugural year, Sturges Junior High was so~
named for David B. Sturges, an early educator in the community.

FPor more than a half century Sturges played a prominent role in the school district.
It was opened in the winter of 1925 by Principal R. M. Westover and closed in the aprineL
of 1971 by Principal
= : . ~ 4 7 Curtiss Glass. The Class
. Xy, room buildings were torn
down in 1982. However,
the auditorium remains
standing through the eff-
orts of Thelma Press and
the City of San Bemardino
Historical & Pioneer Soc-
iety, and will become
& workshop and theater
for civic and cultural
organigations.
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