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Over the following decade, the district closed six elementary
schools and five junion high schools.

On October 2, 1982, the Board of Education decided to close the
30-year old Pacific High School, one of four comprehensive high
schools in San Bernardino. For more than a year, the Board of
Education had felt that one of the ¢ity's high schools had to be
closed. There were two reasons:

First, the district was in a financial bind and the outlook for
improving the financial situation in the next year or two was not
good. It would cost much less to educaje the nearly 7,000 high
school students on three campuses rather than four.

The second reason is directly related to the change in demo=-
graphy in San Bernardino.

Ironically, the high school that was chosen as the one to close
down was built in 1953 to accomodate the post-WW II baby boom,
became a victim of the declining birthrates that began during the
19&0s.

Student enrollment grew so fast in the 1950s that Pacific was
overcrowded before its doors opened. The escalation continued
until it reached a peak enrollment in 1965 of more than 4,000
students. Pacific was the largest high school in the state,

In 1976, there were over 9,200 teenagers enrolled in San Bernardino's high schools.
By 1981, however, the entire district had less than 7,000 students.

After nearly one year of contemplation, the trustees voted to close Pacific. The
100«year old San: Bernardino High School and newer campuses of San Gorgonio and Cajon
were left open.

During the past couple of years the population trend began to grow again. Many fam-
ilies, tired of the congested living conditions in Orange County and Los Angeles,
began moving to the San Bernardino area.. As a result, the student enrollment has
begun increasing to the point that several schools that did close down have been reopen-
ed again, There is also a very good chance that Pacific High School (wisely not sold,
but leased) may reopen again. X

Today the San Bernardino City Unified School District is one of the 15 largest unife
ied school districts in the state with $120 million budget, some 3,000 employees and
about 33,000 students. There are currently 35 elementary schools, 6 intermediaste
schools, 3 comprehensive high schools, 2 continuation high schools, 3 special education
schools and many classes offered through the department of adult education.

- THE LIBRARY, thanks to the generous response
L! BRARY N EWS of Society meébers » has acquired more treasures
: .+e & rare item is a copy of the San Bernardino

Advertiser for 18/4. This was the "green sheet" of its day and presents a glimpse of
everyday life of early San Berdoo. Qur copy is the only one known to survive.

At the September meeting we began identifying photos we've been given. If you have
a good memory for names and places, please join us on a volunteer day and help identify.

Library volunteer days for Oct., Nov., and Dec., are listed below. We contimnue to
need help, particularly typing help. Typists are needed to typeup catalog cards for
books & periodicals, Come join us!

Tuesdays: October 20th Saturdays: October 3rd
1 PMto 4 PH November 7th 9 AM to 1 PM November 7th
December lst

Come down and join us one of these days if you think you'd like to work in our
library. We know you'll have fum. JOHNNIE ANN RALPH - Librarian




