A borate of lime known as "colemanite,” with "prismatic crystals that sparkle
in the sun like diamonds,” was found in 1882 in Mule Canyon, a twisting defile
with "more crooks and pitches than the streak of chain lightning." The veins
were only 12 miles from the newly established station of Daggett. In what was
probably the first development of a nonmetallic mineral in the Mojave, William T.
Coleman, a San Francisco business magnate and the namesake of the mineral,
bought the claims and began working the depasits.

After Coleman's company failed, Francis Marion (Borax) Smith bought the
property in 1890. Development began in sarnest. Out of three deep shafts came
12 tons of colemanite a day--"sufficient to meet the requirements of the market"
--which was hauled by a 14-mule team to Daggett and then sent north to Alameda
for refinining.

Mining in this barren, isolated site was difficult. All water had to come from
Daggett, a day-and-a-half journey for wagons. Smith replaced the coal-eating
steam engines at the mines with gasoline engines, but an attempt in 1894 to re-
place mule teams with a monstrous steam tractor named Old Dinah failed. Though
few miners received any letters, each paid cne dollar a month for the pleasure
of having a girl bring mail five miles from Calico two or three times a week.

The experience with Old Dinah illustrated the growing importance of borate
minerals. The borates generated more revenue in 1895 than all the county's sil-
ver mines. About 75 men worked in the mine in early 1896, though employment
would fluctuate with the demand far borax. Small gasoline engines hoisted the
borates to bins, from which three 20-mule teams would haul the mineral to Dag-
gett. The activity was so great that a post office named Borate was established
in July, 1896.




