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Mining, Farming, and Legal Terms

Adit: strictly speaking, a horizontal passage into the earth with only one opening;
a tunnel (strictly speaking) is a passage with two openings, that is, cut
through a hill. On geaological maps, adits and tunnels are marked with a
forked symbol.

Amalgamation: process by which mercury is added to ore to separate out gold or
silver.

Arrastre (or arrastra): simple plant in which heavy stone is dragged around en-
closed rock floor to crush ore. .

Ball mill;: a plant in which iron or steel balls in a revolving drum crush ore; vari-
ation of tube mill and successor to stamp mill.

Calcining: process of roasting nonmetallic minerals, such as borates or limestone.

Chilean mill: ore-crushing plant using heavy vertical wheels running in a circular
enclasure; variation of an arrastre or grist mill. ’

Chloriding: act of leasing part of mine, for which owner receives royalty based on
value of ore removed; also called tributing.

Chlorination: method of extracting silver (sometimes gold) by processing ore with
heated chlorine-based chemicals (such as salt); an auxiliary process.

Croppings: early term for the surface exposure of a vein; now called putcrop.

Crucible: heat-resistant clay vessel used for melting ores and chemicals in assaying.

Custom mill: ore-processing plant designed to serve small-scale miners, often
chloriders.

Cyanidation: pracess of extracting gold or silver from ores treated with sodium cr
calcium cyanide solution; often used with leaching.

Drift: horizontal passage extending from shaft; various elevations of drifts are
called levels.

Dry farming: cultivation in which moisture is scientifically conserved; aiso called
dry-land farming.

Dry washer: machine in which gold dust is blown free of sand and gravel.

Dump: pile of waste rock left from mining; often confused with tailings.

Enlarged-Homestead Act: federal law (1909) permitting homesteaders to claim 320
acres; led to last boom in homesteading.

Free gold: applied to ore containing uncombined gold; that is, easy to process.

Giant powder: early term for dynamite.

Grubstake: loan of supplies, food, or money to prospector in exchange for share
in discoveries.

Headframe: derrick-like structure that supports pulley and cable above shaft; also
called gallows frame.

High-grading: theft of rich ore.

Homesteading: officially claiming and settling on public land; homesteading does not
necessarily lead to ownership.

Huntington mill: brand of ore-crushing plant using huge rollers, like laundry wringer.

Hydraulic mining: method of extraction in which powerful jet of water washes gold-
bearing earth (as from embankment) into sluices.




