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J UST SOUTH OF REDLANDS a canyon meanders
westerly from the outpost hills of the

Badlands and mostly parallels the later bound-
SAN TIMOTE 0 ary established between San Bermardino and
Riverside Counties. This canyon provided a
CHURCH natural trail to the San Bernardino plain for
Indians long before the coming of whites. It
B)’ R. Bl’l.lC € Harlcy was also used by Franciscan missiomaries as

early as 1821 in their journeys through inter-
ior lands east of the coastal missions. Pione
eer families such as the Prink hrothers settled
in the canyon in 1854. The first school in Riverside County was opened a half mile
west of the Prink ranch in 1856, and its successor building constructed in 1882 still
stands as a marked historical spot. The Frink ranch was a stop for the Los Angeles~
Arizona stages from 1862 to 1876, which later became a rail siding.

The coming of the railroad after the stagecoach era brought an influx of workers »
mostly Mesican, to the canyon area which added to the ranch-hand population. From the
standpoint of the Catholic Church, a chapel was needed to provide services comparable
to those organised by the mostly Protestant ranchers on Sundays at the schoolhouse,
Occasionally, Masses had been offered by mission priests since the establishment of San
Salvador parish at Agua Mansa in 1852 and St. Bernardine's at San Bernardino in 1862.
Howsver, it was Rev. P. J. Stockman s the redoubtable pastor of the latter parish who
provided the vision for erecting a building to ensure more regular services. In 1875
he had Mexican volunteers build a chapel just west of the junction of San Timoteo Can-
yon Road and Live Oak Canyon Road. Father Stockman celebrated Mass there twice a
month., As an example of the success of this new mission, the Confirmation Book for St.
Bernardine's showed that Bishop Prancis Mora confirmed 18 persons at San Timoteo Chapel
on July 11, 1876.

The area was not immune to the tremendous population expansion in Southern California
of the 1880s brought about by tne railroad. The little canyon church became too small
eventually. Also, most of the Catholic settlers moved to Redlands or to South Beaumont.
It became necessary to hold services closer to where most of the people lived., Accorde
ingly, the first Mass in the city of Redlands was offered on April 1, 1894. It marked
the end of the canyon chapel's functions, but on the other hand was the beginning of
the future Sacred Heart Parisnh.

Fifty years later a former parishioner was interviewed in Redlands. Then a member of
the new St. Mary's Church, she reminisced in 1944 about the days of the little church
in San Timeteo Canyon. Mrs. Romero's mother was a Mayo Indian and her father a Mexican.
She was born in a wagon while the family was enroute to California from Arisona in 1862,
Her father helped to btuild the chapel in 1875.

As the years passed, the adobe structure deteriorated so that a century later only a
few chunks remained under the outstretched branches of & huge pepper tree which undoub-
tedly had been planted in the 18708 to shade the chapel. This tree can still be easily
seen at the juncture of the two canyon roads. There was also a cemetery om the west
gide of the road about a half mile north of the site, which is now used as a pasture by
a horse ranch., No headstones are in evidence, and no clue exists as to what happened
to them after 1900, Because it was a burial place, under county ordinance nothing can
be built on the ground or the soil cultivated. Unfortunately, the interviewer did not
ask Mr, Romero about the cemetery's existance.

Thus, a small fragment of church history can be added to the area's local history.
Although historical markers were placed at the Frink Ranch and the canyon schoolhouse
in 1970, the site of San Timoteo Chapel remains as yet unmarked save for the Pepper
tl‘ee. N

Editorts Note: R. Bruce Harley, PnhD, whose articles appear regularly in Odyssey and
Heritage Tales, is Archivist of the Diocese of San Bernardino.




