OCTOBER - NOVEMBER - DECEMBER, 1987 L& ]

——— BARD LIVINGSTONE
Y By Joha C. Funk

AVID BARD LIVINGSTONE was born on April 12, 1892 in

Ventura, California. He was the youngest of the six
children born to Roderick and Mary (Stewart) Livingstone
who were both emigrants from Nova Scotia. Following the
death of his father, Bard's mother brought the children
to San Bernardino where she operated the old Southern
Hotel. Bard attended school in San Bernardino, but left
after completing the eighth grade and struck out on his
own. He sold apples, pearmts and newspapers to earn his
own living. He held a variety of jobs in his youth, one
at Seth Marshall's newly constructed spa at Arrowhead
Springs hauling supplies, another with the San Pedro and
Salt Lake Railroad, and another as a teamster hauling
supplies during the construction of the dam that was to
form Lake Arrowhead.

Mr. Livingstone attended business college in San Bernardino for a short time, but
anticipating irminent marriage, went to work for the San Bernardino Street Department
in 1910. On October 29th of that year, D. Bard Livingstone and Miss Edna Grimes were
married in San Bernardino. Edna was a member of the pioneer Grimes family, long prome-
inent in the cattle business. Her grandfather had come to San Bernardino in a covered
wagon in 1853.

In 1915 Mr. Livingstone secured a job with the San Bernardino Water Department. Over
the years he developed an avid interest in water distribution and became quite an
expert in its many aspects. His interest was rewarded, as over the years he passed
through the positions of laborer, foreman, assistant superintendent and, finally, in
1933, he became the superintendent of the water company, a position which he held until
his retirement in 1952. There was a period during the very early 1930s when Mr. Living-
stone was the victim of a reorganization within the water department and was temporar-
ily "fired." While the City of San Bernardino and the Civil Service Commission were
arbitrating his appeal he served as a temporary Deputy Sheriff prior to the reinstate-
ment -of his position.

Livingstone was appointed to the San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors to serve
on the Flood Control District Zone IIs Advisory Committee, He served faithfully and
most knowledgeably from 1940 until 1951 - shortly before his retirement. During his
years with the San Bernardino Water Department he was instrumental im the development
of the Devil's Creek, Waterman Creek and Twin Creek Spreading Grounds for maximmm water
conservation.

In his retirement, Mr. Livingstone worked part-time in real estate. His hobbles in-
cluded almost anything interesting, but he was especially fond of horses and guns. He
died in San Bernardino on September 4, 1976. Mrs. Livingstone predeceased him by four
years. He was survived by his son, Donald Stewart Livingstone, now residing in Newport
Beach. Mr. Livingstone had been a member of the Arrowhead Parlor of the Native Sons of
the Golden West.

EDITOR'S NOTB: Back in the 1960s, while serving as secretary of the Eagle's Lodge, I was
trying to identify some photos of early members - way before my time. Someone suggested
I call Bard Livingstone to identify them, since he played cards across the street almost
every day with Burr Belden and a few other cronies at the Elk's Lodge. Bard was there,
came over, looked at the photos and said, ®That's Joe Smith, that's Bill Brown, why
theres Bill Green, etc.," and before he left he had listed them all!...FH
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