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OR THE FOURTH YEAR, the Creative
"Writing Division of the Women's Club
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) San Bernardino City Schools. The entrys

La) CONTE ST g} were to be essays entitled, "It Happened
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in San Bernardino." The title was chos-
()j By BERYL HOLCOMB é en as California History, part of the
Fourth Grade curriculum, thereby, not
[ﬁL&QQﬂb\(G(GR,\’Q’\‘éh only encouraging creative writing but
| ) M&Mﬁ"&v"“ promoting greater interest among the
students in the history of their own
community. The City School Board of Education voted to have this contest becama a part
of the Creative Writing Celebration of the San Bernardino City Unified School District.
Pupils from 35 schools in 109 classrooms, a total of 2,600 boys and girls participated.
This project succeeded in arousing interest, enthusiasm and support from the entire
city, as it reached out and touched every neighborhood.

FIRST PRIZE - "The San Bernardino County Courthouse."

The San Bernardino County Courthouse has a long history. The first one was built in
1853. The second, built in 1874, was used until 1926, when the county built another
new courthouse.

The courthouse is now located on Arrowhead Avenue near downtown. There are five
floors in the courthouse. The Sheriff's Department and the lobby are on the first
floor. The Municipal Courts are on the second floor. That is where they decide whether
to take the cases to the Superior Court or to try the cases there. The Superior Court
is on the third floor, which is where they use juries to decide the serious cases like
the '"Walk-in Killer." On the fourth floor there are offices and regular courts. The
Jail is on the fifth floor. Only people twelve years and older are allowed to tour the
Jail. There are also offices on the fifth floor, which is the top floor of the
building.

The current courthouse stands on the same ground as the first courthouse. The first
one was very small. It was beige in color. The second courthouse was a bit larger.

Our current courthouse looks like it was built out of stone. Its color is gray. It
is nice and clean inside our courthouse. The rails of the stairs are brass and they
are shiny. The steps are made of marble and they are very pretty. A4ll the floors are
very clean. All the courtrooms are numbered. The rooms are not very large. They are
as big as two middle-sized rooms put together.

There is a fountain in front of the courthouse. It has been there since 1926. The
grounds around the courthouse are beautiful with big trees, green grass and lovely
flowers.

I hope the same courthouse will be there for my children and their children.

Sara Graham

SECOND PRIZE - "The Pioneer History of S. B. Valley."

This story is the Pioneer History of my great, great,
great grandfather R. T. Roberds who was one of the first
people to settle this valley.

R. T. Roberds was born on April 9, 1837 in Mississippi.
When R. T. Roberds was 9 years old, he and his family
left Mississippi and traveled to Missouri. He and his
family traveled in a party using wagons pulled by oxen.
This pioneer party traveled through Independence, Missouri




