AFRIL - MAY - JUNE, 1987 2]

-, b

Sk i

A car entering Crowder Canyon, 1920.

SHORT STRETCH of the California
Riding and Hiking Trail runs
through a most historic place where
Crowder Creek joins Cajon Creek. In

the early days it was called the
Upper Narrows of Cajon Pass. It is
only a short walk on the level, about
a mile long, through a narrow, wind-
ing, rocky canyon that in the Spring
is beautiful with trees, wild flow=-
ers, and a flowing stream.

In the beginning this was an Ind-
ian trail, not the shorter, steeper
Mojave Trail south over the mount-
ains from Las Flores Ranch to Devore,
but the local trace that connected
the string of villages stretching
all the way from Victorville through
Sumit Valley and Crowder Canyon
into the Cajon at Muscupiabit Ranch-
eria,

The first white man that we know
came through the Narrows was Father
Jose Zalvidea, who in 1806 made a
trip by an inland route from Santa
Barbara to San Gabriel, looking for
promising sites for future missions.

Jedediah Smith and the remnant of
his party who escaped the Mojave
attack at the Needles river crossing
were in a desperate hurry on their
second visit to California in 1827,
and didn't follow the Mojave River
around to the Forks, but struck off
almost directly south near present

(See Page 22)




