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SR Tt remained connected with staging until his
a7 eweens death in May 1875 when he contracted
==Y pneumonia while exploring for an improved
55 Toute across the desert. Frink and his
~=~xa Drother, Horace Monroe Frink, were im-
- portant in ranching and freighting all
"« through San Bernardino County and into
. Arizona for years.

i San Gorgoni Pass enjoyed unique dist-

. inction for 1864 and 1865. During those
two years it was the only route out of
Southern California for passengers, mail

., and express to the rest of the nation,

} Frink had sold his share to Grant by now
and the latter had the U.S. Mail contract.

Grant temporarily left the transportat-
: ion field in mid 1866. He was replaced
3 then and for part of 1867 by a man whose
{ name Jater became firmly associated with
: s : i " the Pass, Phinneas Banning. Thouth his
stage line, which ran through there for eleven months of these two years, did not lead
to the naming of the present town, his later involvement with the Southern Pacific did.

Another tragedy of the route took place in October 1866 at Dos Palmas. Herman Ehren-
berg, engineer, explorer and Indian agent, was killed there by a raiding piute. At the
time Ehrenberg was on his way back to his post on the Colorado River reservation.

May 1869 was the month James Henry Gilman purchased the famous ranch from Newton
Noble. This set a turning point in pass history with the Gilman name thenceforth a
fixture. Noble was an important San Bermardino County rancher, stage man, freighter,
and road overseer. In the 1870's he was county sheriff. Moving to the west end of San
Timeteo Canyon he held active ownership in Pass stage lines until 1870. One of his
stagecoaches overturned at Whitewater in June 1869. Gilman provided a stage stop, the
original adobe ranch building, as long as lines ran.

The first U.S. Post Office in the Pass opened in June 1868 at Noble's ranch with Mark
Garrett as Post Master. This related directly to the Pass being a through route for
U.S. Mail. James Grant bought out Newton Noble in 1870 and now ran the Arizona State
Line from San Bernardino to Prescott with a lateral line along the Colorado River from
Victorville to Arizona City (Yuma). Mail reached Prescott from the east every Friday
and left for California Saturday at 8:00 A.M.

Except for a short time in 1875 Grant's line continued as above for six years. The
name was officially changed to California and Arizona Stage Line by 1873. Under this
name the line rerained active in Arizona probably past the turn of the century.

As the Southern Pacific Railroad came east from Los Angeles the stage line met it at
end of track. Specific references are to Spadra, 1875; Whitewater, 1876, and Indian
Wells (probably Indio), 1877. By the time the railroad reached Fort Yuma and crossed
over the river into Arizona in September 1877 the California and Arigzona had a regular
schedule from Dos Palmas to central Arizona via the old trail, Ehrenberg and Wickenburg.

San Gorgonio Pass continued to have some stage service until the coming of the auto-
mobile, at least to the mining districts around 29 Palms and also to the Hemet area.

While the colorful stagecoach companies ran there were at least four stations or stops
in the Pass exclusive of several in in San Timoteo C,nyon and those dotting the desert.
These were Highland Springs Ranch, the Gilman (Noble's) Ranch, a station above Cabazon
either on the Potrero or Millard Canyon Creek with a van Dsventer and Antone DeCreveco~
uer serving as station keepers at different times; and finally Whitewater, also under
the aegis of the Smith family.




