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There were few electric
lights, and enthusiastic, ambitious young
men, with technical training, were Just
arriving on the scene. Among those who be=
gan changing the city's appearance and shap-
ing its destiny was a man little known by
today's residents. His name was Charles E.
Jolmson.

His grandfather, Charles Mclutt Johnsan,
traveled from Nova Scotia to the Isthmus of
Panama by sailing boat, walked across the
Isthmus and took a vessel from its western
coast to San Francisco, where he arrived in
184,9. Here he became one of the first gold-
seekers of that year. His search for gold
led to a strike along the Feather River and
he eventually returmed to San Francisco as
a wealthy man., However, he invested his
wealth in real estate and proceeded to lose
most of his fortune. Sometime later he
moved to Los Angeles for reasons of health
and becams a rancher.

Charles MeNutt Jommson, Jr., father of Charles E. Johnson, was born in Sacramento and
received his education in San Francisco public schools. In 1886 he went to Los Angeles
and then Iittle Bear Valley where, working as an engineer, he helped survey "0ld Water-
man Canyon Road." Tn 1894 he moved his family to Cucamonga and began working for the
Cucamonga Water Company.

Charles McNutt Jomson, Jr., married Margaret J. Stephens, whose father, Marion Dow
Stephens, fought for the Union during the Civil War. They had eight children, with the
first=born dying in infancy. The surviving sewen children were: Alden McNutt, Marie
L., Lillian Frances, Jon W., James, Mae, and Charles E., whose biography is the pri-
mary focus of this article.

Charles E. Johnson was born in Los An?elea on Jan 8, 1890. Soon after his birth,
his family moved to Little Bear Valley (Lake Arrowhead » Where his father set up a
tent next to the lake. During the next four years this served as the Jolmson family
home,

In 1894 his family moved to Cucamonga, where the father built a small house consist—
ing of a few boards and a canvas top covering, 1, feet by 14 feet,.under a large
Sycamore tree. During the five years the family lived there, young "Ed," as our hero
was and is still called by his friends and acquaintances, built a little trechouse up
in that Sycamore tree. The tree is still standing and is located directly in front of
the Sycamore Inn in Rancho Cucamongs. The treehouse is gone, but the remains of sever-
al wooden steps that were nailed into the tree can still be seen.

When Ed was 12 years old, his famly moved to a house on the corner of Hellman Avenue
and Foothill Boulevard. He attended the Cucamonga school and his teacher, Mrs. Stoll,
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