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register shows him already performing baptisms by @ctober 20th. After presiding over
the preconstruction of the church the following year, Padre Amable's health began to
decline. In October 1855, he was struck down by paralysis and transferred to Honolulu,
where the Sacred lleart Fathers had achieved a status of toleration a generation after
a rocky beginning. Two years later he was transferred again to Valparaiso, Chile.
After a long illness ne finally died there on aApril 23, 1860, far from both his home-
land and his beloved parish at Agua Mansa. He was buried in the Congregation's cemet-
ery at Valparaiso.

Bishop Amat, having established several other new parishes by 1855, was determined
that tne San Salvador post should not go unmanned. The Sacred Heart Fathers would soon
be withdrawn from Califarnia, so diocesan clergy would be assigned thenceforward. For
the next 12 years, a series of six priests served fulltime assignments. The Rev. J.
Moliner (1855-1858) received the first diocesan visitation to San Salvador. Bishop
Amat came out on May 25, 1857 to dedicate the church. This bishop would make four
subsequent visits, and his successor, Bishop Francis Mora, would make six, the final
one being on September 2, 1886.

The community and parish prospered during the tenure of Rev. Domingo Serrano
(1858-59), Rev. Jose Oneto (1859-60), and Rev. Juan Garibaldi (1860-61), After that
economic and other factors led to a gradual decline of tne area. It was during the
pastorate of Rev, Jayme Borgatta (1861-63) that the disastrous flood of January 22,1862
struck; his ringing of the old churcnh bell precluded any casualties. It was also at
this time that St. Bernardine's was founded in nearby San Bernardino later in that same
year of 1862, At first, it was designated as a mission of Agua Mansa and shared the
same pastor. By 1867, however, the roles vere reversed with 5t. Bernardine's being
raised to a full parish and San Salvador being reduced to a mission. This occurred
during the tenure of Rev. Pidro Verdaguer (1863-69 and 1872=74). It was he who had
been responsible previously for the construction in 1863 of San Salvador's new rectory
attached to the church and for the casting of the seconc bell in 1864. Father Pedro
went on to become later an auwxiliary bishop in the Diocese of Texas, quite an honor for
Agua Mansans. ,

After Rev. Thomas O'Donohue (1869=72) the last pastor for the San Salvador mission
chapel of St. Bernardine's was the redoubtable Rev, Peter Stockman (1874=93). It was
he who discovered that although the Agua Mansa pioneers had finally established legal
honorship of their land (1869), the plots did not have recognized boundaries.

(See Page 42)




