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  THE MYSTERIOUS COWBOY CARTOONIST 

 
While researching a story on architect Howard Jones, I discovered in the San Bernardino Daily Sun an 

artist’s rendering of DeWitt Mitcham, an associate of Jones. The drawing, shown on the next page, was 

nicely done and was accompanied by a brief biography of Mitcham. The artist did not give his name, but 

was referred to in the caption as the “Mysterious Cowboy Cartoonist.” To this date, his identity is still a 

mystery. 

 

Subsequently, I ran across another drawing in the files at the Arda M. 

Haenszel California Room at the Feldheym Library. Paul Garrity, a 

reference librarian, showed me a couple of more sketches. Inter-

estingly, all four were published in the month of May 1925. That led 

me to go through the May issues of the newspaper, and I found 16 

sketches in that month alone. I don’t know when the run began or 

ended, but since the microfilm reel also had June 1925 newspapers on 

it, I took a look at early June, and the series continued.  

 

The biographies that accompany the cartoons provide information on 

local citizens that is worth preserving. Gathering the entire series 

would be a good project for anyone wanting to donate time, but not too 

much time, to local history, with the work involved mainly being 

reading microfilm reels. Or it might be a suitable project for some 

enterprising high school student looking to earn extra credit.  

 

The format of most of the cartoons is the same, with a drawing of a 

person or persons from San Bernardino, some pretty bad puns, and a 

little sketch of a very tall cowboy hat and two eyes peeking out from 

behind some object. As for the puns, even though they are true 

groaners, they do add a bit of fun, which of course is the intent. For 

example, the cartoonist calls shoe salesman Stromee the “M.D. of 

Shoe,” who “heels you.” In the drawing on the right, the pun, ob-

viously, is that you pronounce Holcomb as “hokum.” 

 

Below are the May 1925 sketches by the Mysterious Cowboy 

Cartoonist, along with their biographies, plus one that I included from June 1925 featuring Russell 

Owen. 
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Mayor Grant Holcomb, Pt. 1 – Sketch 
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Mayor Grant Holcomb, Pt. 2 – Biography 
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Warner-Holmes-Knight Sporting Goods, Pt. 1 - Sketch 
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Warner-Holmes-Knight Sporting Goods, Pt. 2 – Biography 
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George Herz, Pt. 1 – Sketch 
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George Herz, Pt. 2 – Biography 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 103 

Rensch and Lockard, Pt. 1 – Sketch 
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Rensch and Lockard, Pt. 2 – Biography 

This biography shows the Mysterious Cowboy Cartoonist as the author 

 

 

 

 
                              Saving The Past For The Future Since 1888 


