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A WEBSITE FOR OUR SOCIETY IS UNDER CONSTRUCTION

Joe Fondy recently began working on a website for our Society. Right now we have three pages: 1)
History Central, 2) Links to the Past, and 3) Mary Lewis Collection. Joe was born and raised locally, and
came to our library in search of genealogical information on his family. The website was prepared using
the Apple computer in our library, and the site shows well on Apple computers; however, there are some
glitches for those of us who have PCs, so we (actually Joe) will be working on clearing them up. If there
are any computer-savvy people out there, send me an email if you know how to resolve the Apple-to-PC
conversion problem, and I’ll forward it to Joe. In the meantime, go see what he has accomplished so far
at this site: http://web.me.com/sbpioneers/Site_2/History_Central.html
Each of these pages is a work in progress, so you will probably notice some changes in style and data,
plus typographical corrections, as we go along. The first page describes who we are and what we do, and
it is modeled after the page on San Bernardino City’s website that Tom Marek supervised in their IT
Department. Since the text on the city’s site was written by our president Steve Shaw, we did not think it
would be a problem. The Links page is self-explanatory, but a description of the Mary Lewis page is in
order.
Mary Lewis was an accomplished genealogist who specialized in early San Bernardino residents. She
collected data from a wide variety of sources: birth, death, and marriage certificates; divorce records;
early censuses; directories, and a host of others. She also corresponded extensively. Mary had a Mormon
background, but she did research on everybody. She made a sheet for each family head, and after listing
whatever she found on that person, she added information on the spouse and any children. Sometimes
she would have a single piece of data, and sometime she would fill the page with her findings. She also
listed her sources of information.
Mary worked on the project late into life, and by the time she finished, she had amassed records on
perhaps 35,000 families. The records went into three-inch ring binders, and there are a total of 87 ring
binders, each with 400-plus pages. There is only one set of originals, which is housed in the Arda M.
Haenszel California Room at the Feldheym Library. The Mormons microfilmed the set, but it was felt
our own backup copy should be made (an overhead water pipe burst a couple of years ago at the
Feldheym, just a few feet from the collection, but no harm was done to Mary’s records).
The Historical and Pioneer Society undertook to scan the entire collection, and the task was daunting.
Gerry and Linda Brassfield came in once, sometimes twice, a week for months, and scanned each page.
With our magical little ScanSnap, they were able to have each page scanned for OCR (Optical Character
Recognition) readability. This is a very useful tool, because you can search the entire database for names
other than the family head listed at the top of the page, and even search for place names. A PDF file for
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each page was thus made, but the machine did not title them automatically, and each of the 35,000 pages
has to be titled by hand. Sue Payne and I are in the process of doing that right now. We will then post on
the web page all of the title headings, which will serve as an index. You can see that the surnames
beginning with “Aa” through “Alv” already have been posted. When we have finished, people from all
over the world can find a relative and make inquiries.
THE HANGMAN: WILLIAM HENRY CLINE

Recently a Ms. Beverly Phillips sent the Society a photo of William Henry Cline, who “hanged more
murderers than any other man in the country,” according to a May 1897 story in the San Francisco
Examiner. Our own Sheriff of San Bernardino hired Cline for his services.

Courtesy of Beverly Phillips

Cline lived in Chino and became a member of the San Bernardino Pioneer Society. He joined in 1892,
possibly at the behest of his sister, Martha Hobbs. Martha was a well-known and well-respected hotelier,
having run Hobbs House in San Bernardino for more than 30 years. Her brother, who went by his
middle name “Henry,” was somewhat of a misanthrope, as can be seen by reading the San Francisco
Examiner article below. The story states he shunned his fellow man and hated children, which was very
unusual for a member of the Society, most of whom loved people and especially youngsters.
Henry provided his service for William McDowell, the last man hanged in the City of San Bernardino,
and a picture of that event is on page 20 of M. David DeSoucy’s book on the Sheriff’s Department.
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SAN BERNARDINO PHOTOGRAPHER ALFRED HORACE ROGERS

Whoever it was that posed photographer Alfred Rogers in the photograph below could have done a
better job. Maybe it was a self-portrait. It looks as though he has something in his right hand—perhaps
the control to the camera. The angle of the camera makes his left leg appear to be misshapen, the hat sits
too far back on his head, and the cane is held awkwardly. It seems that a professional photographer
would have situated his subject a little better.

Alfred Horace Rogers, 1865-1917

Alfred was an early photographer in San Bernardino. He was born in Australia, the oldest child of
Frederick Horace Rogers and Mary Minton Long. Mary died in childbirth when Alfred was 10, and his
father decided to move to the United States. Frederick was a photographer, and evidently his son Alfred
learned enough of his father’s trade to try to make it his profession.
Alfred was on his own at age 13. When he was 19 he married Lucy May Stephens, and the couple had
two children, William Horace Rogers and Inez Rozelle Rogers, born in 1885 and 1887 respectively. It is
unknown just when Alfred arrived in San Bernardino, but the Rogers photograph shown below is
estimated by the Lake Oswego Library (which holds the photo) to have been taken circa 1891. The two
subjects in the picture are the children of San Bernardino rancher William Kingkade. The daughter Edna
was born in 1884 and Elmer in 1886, and would have been 7 and 5 years old in 1891, which is about the
ages they look in the photo. Rogers advertised as a photographer in Milliken’s City of San Bernardino
Directory in 1893, ’94 and ‘95, so he spent at least a few years in town.
From letters sent to his sister it is known that he was having trouble making a living as a photographer.
In San Bernardino there were some excellent photographers and the competition must have been a
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problem. The business simply did not provide a steady income. By 1900, according to the Federal
Census, the Rogers family had moved to Santa Barbara, and the Kingkades to Lake Oswego, Oregon. In
those days it was not unusual for families to frequently move about.
The Kingkade children, as you can see in the photograph, are dressed in their finery and nicely posed,
although the leg cross is a bit much, and… hmm…doesn’t that straw boater look familiar?

Elmer W. Kingkade and Edna Louise Kingkade (Bickner)

Saving The Past For The Future Since 1888
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