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LIBRARY NEWS JULY 2012
By Richard D. Thompson, Librarian

For the July newslettewve haveanother article by Mark Landis, freelance writer for the San Bernardino
Sun This story is aboutocal photographeWalter Steelewhose legacy isis preeminentcollection of
photos ofSan Bernardinthat has proveto beso valuable to histomes and researchers.

APhot o BySndshetsof History
By Mark Landis, Correspondent

I f a picture is worth a thousand words, then
volumes and provided a visual narration of the San Berrardiv a | | e yFois72 years $teele gnd

his renowned photo service was the cornerstone in producing, collecting and distributing historic imag
of the region.

Walter Henry Clarence Steele was born in the tiny rural community of Berlin, North Dakodaine
6th, 1897 Following in hisf a t Hootstéps, he entered the photography trade and received training a
the Eastman and Ansco Companies, two of the w

After serving in the military, Walter came ®an Bernardino in 1920 and began working in a small
photo studio that his father operated at Urbita Springs Park (site of the ptagdntand Center Mall)

It was at Urbita Springs that Steele met his future bride, Beatrice Preston, who was workswglat a
fountain there.
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Phot courtesy of Ron Coats
Walter in Uniform Wal ter and Beatrice Steele i
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Walter and Beatrice were mad in 1923, and the couple embarked on a remarkablge®?2
partnership. Beatrice Steele received training at the Eastman Kodak School of Photography in L
Angeles and went on to become an accomplished and respected photo studio technician.
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This early 192006s view shows Steel eds i

Urbita Springs Park, site of the presiayt Inland Center Mall

The quality of Walterdés work was quickly reco
the National Orange 8w, a position he held for 30 yea&teele was also the first photographer for the
SuniHe was the onl ySupihno ttohger aepahrelry fyoerartsh,ed sai d
Steelei They di dn 6time phatogmphes, sof nuyl gtandfathgorked for them as a sub
contractor . o

The sc3tdelpt @dbmé became a common sight at.ltwdse b
apparent that Walter had a gift for capturing the essence of a scene and freezing a unique momer
time. He freqently took photos of buildings and landmarks that were scheduled for renovation ol
demolition so the evolution of the area could be documented.

As Steeleds notoriety grew, he became known &
Steele ao acquired many photos from other photographers, local residents, and collectors such as
Security Title Insurance Company.

The photo business moved to several locations in downtown San Bernardino and for 10 years, Beat
ran a st udipartmenhstoitar ri sés de
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Walter and Beatrice were both deeply involved in helping the community and they participated i
numerous service organizatiofifie busy couple had two daughters, Eloise Coats and Evelyn Cranston
who along with other family members help®eh the photo business through the years.

The Steeleds also took i n 1hadordimervieve, Baatriog tolel .  t
Sunr eporter AWe were not registered with the ¢
alome and cared for them until they were out o
AMy grandfather was so busy, someti mes | won
Coatsi He was an American Legion Post Commander,
alsora Boy Scout Troop | eader . o

In a 1973 interview, Steele said notedn Telegranmh i st or i an, Burr Bel den ¢
histar i ¢ a | PAisc tau rreess. wl t of Walterds prodigious p
regional photos,th8t eel e col |l ecti on grew into the areabo

Steele PhoioAuthas collection
This classic 1928 Steele image captures the | o
was | ocated at 300 thelS raetett heTher Soeftther wad#o
southeast corner of 4th and D Streets

Local writers, hi storians, and collectors wou
hundreds of albums and purchase copies of the phatosrding to Coa | ifsome of the
old, the originals were on glass negatives. 0

many of them are prominently displayed in museums, businesses, and government buildings.

43



In 1955, a tragic fire at Steee 6 s st u di oreetdestro§ed @ larbe. portivn & the collection

AWhen the fire happened, my grandfather was :
AThe doctor was so concerned aboutalyincaseitthrawc t |
him into another heart attack!o

AAfter t he
back so he
t hem back

fire, my grandfather put out a pl e
coul d rebu.iilAd | loits od o Ipleeotl ieo nt ,toang s ahi:
o he C

S could have copies again.o

In the later years of operation, the mainstay of the studio was passport photos, portraits, and sell
copies of historic photog\lthough limited by his failing health, Walter stayed active in the busiaad
kept taking photWeheweMWal i at s hheal8tOlbsbegan t
Beatrice took over much of the portrait and darkroom work.

Walter Steele passed away Februgtty 1985 at the age of 8The Steele family kept the stw at1040
N. D Streetrunning until 1992, when the business finally closed its doBeatrice passed away
December 3th, 1996 at the age of 97.

Al t was myswghthahwhénahe busimess closed, his collection would be donated to the Sa
Bermmr di no County Muddednmnrd usniaitel goatsome of the
was donated to the museum. o

A significant portion of Steeleb6s photo coll e
t he ear.Acgordin@® 200 0Msi chel e Niel sen, Curator of His
the collecionWe 6 ve used the photos for many exhibits

A

Ron Coats fondly remembered one of his grandféherqu ot e s ; ineé & pictyey itwilldo® n 0 t
g o n €hanks to an enduring family business and a man with a passion for history, the San Bernardi
Valley has a photo album that will last for many generations.

Secke o Luwclio

F43-3rd St SAN BERNARDINO
PHONE 108 9 CALIF.

. Photo ourtesy cneréoats
Steeleds Photo Service used a historic
Arrowhead Springs Hot a background for this business card

End of Story
bbbbbbbbbbbHEEEEDDDLbbbbbbbbbbbbbb
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STEELE PHOTOGRAPHS FROM 1924

The following photographsare a selectiorfrom an eightpage rotogravure insert the July 20, 1924
issue of the San BernardirBun They were taken by Walter Steele and some of them have his
distinctive signature thdte used throughout his care€he irsert was donated to o8ro ¢ isdbragy 6

by President Steve Shaw.
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Gill Batteries are being given wide distribution.
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Caption:
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