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LIBRARY NEWS July 2007 
By Richard D. Thompson, Librarian 

 

 

Gustave Bubblitz 

 

In preparing an index to Earl Buie’s 1965 San Bernardino Sun articles last month, I came across 

references to the Bublitz Brewing Company.  Delightful name, I thought, sounds like a lively brew.  

With a name like that they must have had ad agencies back in San Bernardino’s early days.  But then I 

ran across a biography of Mr. Bublitz (with photo) in Ingersoll’s Century Annals of San Bernardino. 

 

 

 
 

                                                                        Gustave H. Bublitz 

 

Gus Bublitz was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin in 1858.  Now that’s appropriate, the hometown of all 

famous American brewers.  Do you remember the jingle, “I’m from Milwaukee and I ought to know, it’s 

draft-brewed Bublitz Beer wherever you go.”  Or something like that.  Well, now San Bernardino can 

boast of a brewer (maybe, see below) from the beer capital of the US.   

 

He moved to California for the health of his wife Caroline in the 1880s, worked at various jobs and then 

went to work for bottlers in Los Angeles dealing in Schlitz beer.  The Ingersoll biography states that 

following “the George Beam failure in San Bernardino, he was sent to take charge” of their business 

there.  I’ve never heard of George Beam, but it sounds as if he was a brewer (or bottler) also.  The 1898 

Directory for San Bernardino County has a full-page ad on the inside back cover for Adloff & 

Hauerwaas, wholesale liquor dealers.  Bublitz is named as manager. The ad touts Schlitz Beer, and has 
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the slogan, “The Beer That Made Milwaukee Famous.”  In 1901 Gus bought out the interests of his 

former employers. 

 

On the 1900 census, the Bublitz family, Gustave, wife Caroline and 14 year-old-son, Walter, are living 

in San Bernardino, and Gus is listed as manager of a liquor store.  In 1910 Gustave is shown as a bottler, 

not a brewer, so it isn’t exactly clear whether he was bottling Schlitz or Bublitz.  It would be nice to get 

a bottle of Bublitz from a bottle collector, wouldn’t it?  Or an ad.  Walter is gone by the 1920 census, 

and Gustave is listed as a bookkeeper for a meat market.  No doubt Prohibition put an end to his beer 

business.  Gustave probably died prior to 1930 since he is not shown on the census and Caroline is 

named as head of household (she is still living in San Bernardino.)  She survived long enough to get on 

the California Death records website http://vitals.rootsweb.com/ca/death/search.cgi (begins in 1940).  

She was born in 1860 and died July 16, 1941. 

 

Odyssey Reprinted 

 

The Heritage House Library now has reprints of the first three volumes of Odyssey, 1979-1981.  I had 

them copied but couldn’t find “clean” copies, so some of them have my mailing address on the cover--

not too distracting I hope.  Except for that, they are difficult to distinguish from original copies.  In 

going over them I was struck by what a great job editor Fred Holliday did.  Well-written, informative, 

quite attractive as Fred obviously spent a lot of time in gathering appropriate illustrations for his stories.  

The cost is $1 per issue, or $5 per volume (the first three years had six issues each—Fred was a glutton 

for punishment). 

 

Anna Ivy Mountain Vacation Photos, 1909 & 1911 

  

                                         WHEN STEAM WAS KING:  FREDALBA 1909 

                                           Mrs. Anna Ivy pictured with Fredalba train crew 

 

 
 

 

Mrs. Jo Ann Cullens of Bloomington came to the Library with her grandmother’s photo scrapbook, and 

allowed Steve Shaw to take it home and scan it.  There were about three-dozen photos of the mountains 

taken during two trips, 1909 and 1911.  The grandmother’s name is Anna Amelia Ivy, a Los Angeles 

woman, and she traveled with a group of about a dozen friends and family.  Interestingly, both the Big 

http://vitals.rootsweb.com/ca/death/search.cgi
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Bear (second dam) and Little Bear (Lake Arrowhead) dams were under construction during this time 

frame. 

 

San Bernardino Underground Tour 

 

On June 8
th

 Steve Shaw, Allen Bone and I met with Anneslee Ignatius, Chris Smith and Ken Eke of the 

San Bernardino County Flood Control District.  We met to discuss a possible tour this fall which I have 

entitled “San Bernardino Underground.”  We were told that we couldn’t enter any of their underground 

structures, which we already knew.  What we didn’t know is they don’t enter them anymore either.  Too 

dangerous: methane gas, etc.  They have robots they send in to videotape the structures, looking for 

problems such as cracks, roots, seeping water.  They have agreed to let us copy the tapes, so that we will 

have a tour of the inlets and outlets of these structures plus a virtual tour of the subterranean facilities.  

More on this next month. 

 

Photograph at U.S. G. S. site 

 

For some outstanding early photographs, you should check out the U. S. Geological Survey (USGS) site, 

which can be seen here:  http://libraryphoto.cr.usgs.gov/htmllib/new1.htm 

 

They have a list of photographers, and the one with the most on the San Bernardino area is W. C. 

Mendenhall.  Click on his name and you’ll find 897 photographs of his from all over the country.  The 

ones for this area are numbered from mwc00420 to mwc00482.  Lots of good ones to choose from, and 

the one below is one of three that he took for a panoramic view of the south slope of the San Bernardino 

Mountains in the vicinity of the Arrowhead.  It is number mwc00428.  The photo is dated 1904, so there 

is no Arrowhead Springs Hotel.  Note to TM: government issue, no copyright!!  

 

 
                                                                                       Arrowhead Farms 1904 

http://libraryphoto.cr.usgs.gov/htmllib/new1.htm
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Another USGS photographer to look at is David G, Thompson.  He’s got 467 photographs, but his focus 

was on the desert.  Both Mendenhall and Thompson are well known for their USGS Water-Supply 

papers, which have become classics for San Bernardino history buffs and collectors.  I haven’t seen 

much use of either photographer in published material, so the opportunity to use them as fresh material 

is there.   

 

 People Who Made A Difference 

 

Regarding my list of People from San Bernardino who made a difference, I got an email from Sue Payne 

with a suggestion.  Sounds like a good addition, Sue, and thanks for the tip.  Here’s the message: 

 

I have a name to submit to your People from San Bernardino who made - and are making - a 

difference. Our PHS classmate (1960), Lynn Tanya Cherry, now famous in social reform circles 

as Tanya Tull, has quite an extensive biography of honors and achievements in developing 

"innovative solutions to the crisis of homelessness." Two websites to check are 

http://www.BeyondShelter.org and http://jewishjournal.com. I plan to mention Tanya at our 

meeting next week. 
 

I also got some suggestions from Steve Shaw.  Here is his list: 

 

Bob Lemon - Major League Pitcher and Manager 

Gene Hackman - Academy Award Winning Actor 

Edith Head - Hollywood Costume Designer 

Richard and Maurice McDonald 

Glenn Bell 

John Galardi (Der Wienerschnitzel) 

 

I’m going to add Neal T. Baker since he is another fast food guy, founder of Baker’s Burgers, and he 

was a guest speaker before our Society earlier this year.  I’ll also add Amasa Lyman and Charles Rich, 

cofounders of San Bernardino, and Jefferson Hunt, state legislator and “father” of San Bernardino 

County. 

 

Current List 

 

Baker, Neal T. (founder of Baker’s Burgers) 

Bell, Glen (Founder of Taco Tia and Taco Bell) 

Bennette, Marie  (pioneer medical doctor) 

Brier, Evelyn “Pinky” (aviator) 

Carlson, Chester F. (Inventor of Xerography) 

Cherry, Lynn Tanya (Tanya Tull), (Homeless Advocate) 

Galardi, John (Founder of Der Wienerschnitzel) 

Hackman, Gene, Academy award winning actor 

Haenszel, Arda (Historian) 

Head, Edith (costume designer) 

Hunt, Jefferson (Pioneer/Assemblyman, introduced leg. to create SB Co) 

Lawson, Magda (First woman on SB Co Board of Supervisors) 

Lemon, Bob (Major League pitcher, manager) 

Lewis, Mary (Genealogist) 

Lyman, Amasa (co-founder of San Bernardino) 

McDonald, Richard and Maurice (Hamburger kings) 

Rich, Charles (co-founder of San Bernardino) 

http://www.beyondshelter.org/
http://jewishjournal.com/
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Richardson, Friend William (Governor of California) 

Smith, Nancy (SB Co Board of Supervisors) 

Twarp, Thyla (Dancer, choreographer) 

Waterman, Robert W. (Governor of California) 

Wright, William Greenwood (First California Lepidopterist) 

Wong, Bing Sum.  (Restaurateur, philanthropist) 

 

 

Covered Wagon Family—Danford and Elizabeth Atwood 

 

Many genealogists and historians of the San Bernardino area are familiar with the outstanding series 

entitled “Covered Wagon Families,” which was published by the San Bernardino Sun from October 23, 

1938 until April 16, 1939.  There were 57 stories in all.  Each story featured one pioneer family who had 

crossed the plains in a covered wagon and consisted of: 1) a photo of the pioneers; 2) a brief history of 

their travels and travails, and 3) a detailed genealogy of the family down to the time the story was 

written, generally consisting of four, five or six generations.  I’ve transcribed the story on Danford 

Atwood taken from the December 7, 1938 issue of the Sun. 

 

 

 

 
 

                                             DANFORD AND ELIZABETH JANE (GARNER) ATWOOD 
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DANFORD ATWOOD BROUGHT FAMILY FROM IOWA IN 1860 

 
 

Indians Frequently ‘Called’ on Train At Night Camps 

 

ATWOOD, Danford, born at Hanford, Conn., Feb. 7, 1823, and Elizabeth Jane Garner Atwood, born in 

Hancock county, Ill., May 29, 1832, married at Nauvoo, Ill., Feb. 7, 1850.  Arrived at San Bernardino in 

December, 1860. 

 

Children: 

 

Eunice Eveline Atwood Kirkpatrick (deceased), born in Harrison county, Iowa, Nov. 19, 1850, 

married Clem R. Kirkpatrick (deceased) at San Bernardino. 

Lucy E. Atwood Van Leuven Janney of San Bernardino, born in Harrison county, Iowa, Feb. 5, 

1852, first husband, Frederick M. Van Leuven (deceased), second husband, Charles C. 

Janney (deceased). 

George Arnold Atwood (deceased), born in Harrison county, Iowa, Dec. 5, 1853, married Alice 

Frederick of San Bernardino, Jan. 6, 1886. 

Lydia Ann Atwood Banford of San Bernardino, born in Harrison county, Iowa, June 8, 1856, 

married William Banford (deceased). 

Imogene Atwood Shay of San Bernardino, born in Harrison county, Iowa, Sept. 8, 1859, married 

John J. Shay (deceased) at San Bernardino. 

Ida Atwood Benson of Pasadena, born at San Bernardino, Sept. 4, 1862, married Alfred William 

Benson (deceased). 

Sarah Atwood Holliday of San Diego, born at San Bernardino, March 4, 1867, married George 

Holliday (deceased). 

Elizabeth Atwood Rush of San Bernardino, born at San Bernardino, Sept. 2, 1873, married Jud 

Rush. 

 Melvin Atwood died in infancy. 

 

 

By Francis Shay 

 

Reuben Atwood Sr. came to the United States from England in 1820 and settled in Connecticut.  He had 

three sons, Reuben Jr., Dwight and Celar.  Reuben Jr. married Lucy Turner at Hanford, Conn.  To them 

were born Danford, the oldest, Rebecca, Dwight and Celar.  The latter two were named after their 

uncles. 

 

The Atwood family migrated to Nauvoo, Ill. when Danford was a child.  While in Illinois, Danford met 

Jane Garner, daughter of George Garner.  Her mother died when Jane was nine years old.  George 

Garner was fairly well-to-do, as he owned a large sugar plantation, which he sold and with the money 

came to California in 1851, settling in the Lytle creek district. 

 

 

READ WAGON SIGNS 

 

After Danforth (sic) and Jane were married, they moved to Pottawattamie county, Iowa.  From there 

they went to Harrison county, Iowa, a settlement between Sioux City and Council Bluffs, and took a 

Government claim.  George Garner accompanied them. 
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Lucy E. Atwood Van Leuven Janney learned to read by watching the covered wagons passing with the 

inscription “California or Bust,” written on them, and those wagons which were returning, “Busted by 

God.” 

 

Danford sold his farm for oxen and wagons so that he might come to California.  His sister, Rebecca, a 

widow, also fitted herself with the necessary equipment to make the trip to California.  Danford and 

Jane, with their children, left Council Bluffs on May 29, 1860.  Capt. William Guard was the leader.  It 

was his seventh trip across the plains.  About 100 wagons left Council Bluffs in the trip.  Each family 

had two wagons.  About two or three weeks after leaving for California, Rebecca decided to return 

because the trip was too difficult. 

 

CROSSED RIVER 

 

The pioneer crossed the great plains and traveled for day up and down the Platte river to find a place to 

cross.  John Wheeler drove the domestic stock.  They crossed and recrossed the Platte river many times.  

Ten miles a day was considered good. 

 

Every night when they would make camp the Indians would gather around for food.  During the day 

they were not seen.  Captain Guard could talk a little with the Indians.  The Indians would ask if they 

were Mormons, and the pioneers were told to say that they were “good Mormons.”  The herds of buffalo 

were as much to be feared as the Indians. 

 

Between the Platte river and Salt Lake, Lucy E. Janney narrowly escaped being carried off by the 

Indians.  One morning just after leaving camp, she and another little girl were trailing the last wagon, 

walking along barefooted, burying sticks and stones, which they intended to pick up when they came 

back.  Two Indians emerged from the bushes and began chasing them.  One of the Indians grabbed Lucy 

by the feet just as she was jumping into the wagon.  Captain Guard saw the Indian and rushed to the 

scene, where he convinced the Indian that he did not want the little blond child. 

 

AT MASSACRE SCENE 

 

When they arrived as Salt Lake, they stayed for six weeks to shoe the horses and get fresh supplies. 

After leaving Salt Lake they visited the scene of the Mountain Meadow massacre.  Lucy E. remembers 

picking human hair from the bushes and seeing the skeletons.  At one place crossing the desert they 

almost perished for the lack of water.  The cattle dropped and the children cried for water.  A cloudburst 

saved them. 

 

One night they saw a light ahead of them.  They discovered that the people ahead of them were lighting 

signals to guide them across the desert. 

 

George Garner, Jane’s father, sent them some dried fruit which they cooked in the muddy water of the 

desert.  Mr. Garner hauled freight between San Bernardino and Salt Lake and he sent the dried fruit by 

messenger. 

 

ARRIVE IN VALLEY 

 

The party arrived at Cajon on Dec, 13, 1860, where they spent a week cleaning and making ready to 

enter San Bernardino.  Jane and Danford were given a home in Lytle Creek by Mr. Garner.  Lytle Creek 

at that time was a wonderful valley with fertile, black soil.  Everything grew in abundance. 



 47 

The family lived there until they were washed out by a flood.  Danford traded a yoke of oxen, chains, a 

wagon and $100 in cash for 10 acres at the southwest corner of Seventh street and Mountain View 

avenue.  They planted just enough garden vegetables for the family to live on. 

 

Danford Atwood died Dec. 7, 1892, and his wife passed away May 23, 1927.  George Arnold Atwood, 

their son, died at the age of 82 on Dec. 24, 1935.  His school days were spent in San Bernardino and he 

worked on the home ranch with his father.  Later he became interested in mining.  After that he entered 

the cattle business. 

 

In 1884 he went to Yucaipa valley, taking with him 12 six-mule teams, and at once put in 1,000 acres of 

wheat, the first farming ever done in the valley.  He kept on planting over the holdings of 5,000 acres 

and commenced handing the property in a general way, sub-letting to others until 1910.  In that year the 

Redlands & Yucaipa Land Co., was organized as the result of his pioneer work.  He was made a director 

in the company and its general manager. 

 

Lydia Banford, one of the daughters, still uses the rocking chair which the family brought here in the 

covered wagon.  She resides at 632 Mayfield avenue, San Bernardino. 

 

THIRD GENERATION 

 

Robert Kirkpatrick (deceased); Alma Kirkpatrick (deceased), wife, Mary Stiffler Kirkpatrick, 

Sarah Kirkpatrick Rathbun of San Bernardino, wife of George Rathbun.  They are the 

children of Eunice Eveline Atwood Kirkpatrick and Clem R. Kirkpatrick. 

David Pelver Van Leuven (deceased), wife, Edna Law Van Leuven; Delina Van Leuven 

Mecham Davis of Long Beach, first husband, Isaac Mecham, second husband, George 

Davis (deceased), Marvin M. Van Leuven of Albany, Ore., wife, Arbar Wilmont Van 

Leuven; Zetta Van Leuven Ashbaugh Wright (deceased), first husband, Charles C. 

Ashbaugh, second husband, O. W. Wright.  They are the children of Lucy E. Atwood 

Van Leuven Janney and Frederick M. Van Leuven. 

Leon Arnold Atwood (deceased), wife, Frances Hooper Atwood of Yucaipa.  He is the son of 

George Arnold Atwood and Alice Frederick Atwood. 

George Banford; Martha A. Banford Glaze of Fresno, wife of Samuel Glaze (deceased), Helen 

Deliah Banford Paddock of Los Angeles; Charlotte Jane Banford Baldridge; Myrtle 

Banford (deceased); William Banford of Porterville.  They are the children of Lydia Ann 

Atwood Banford and William Banford. 

Ernest T. Shay of San Bernardino, wife, Estelle Reno Shay; Lester Shay of San Bernardino, wife, 

Josephine Heap Shay; Henry J. Shay (deceased), wife, Louise Meyer Shay of San 

Bernardino.  They are the children of Imogene Atwood Shay and John J. Shay. 

Emma May Benson Smith of Pasadena, wife of Alta Grant Smith; Edgar W. Benson of 

Lancaster, wife, Erma Doty Benson.  They are the children of Ida Atwood Benson and 

Alfred William Benson. 

Ethel Holliday Van Horn of Whittier, wife of Elmer Van Horn; Clarence Holliday of San Diego; 

Leo Holliday McCool of San Diego, wife of Deo McCool.  They are the children of 

Sarah Atwood Holliday and George Holliday. 

 

FOURTH GENERATION 

 

William Marvin Kirkpatrick of Riverside, wife, Emma Mae Powell Kirkpatrick; Alice Corena 

Kirkpatrick Robin of Santa Rosa, wife of Gabriel Robin; Ella Mae Kirkpatrick Gusky of 

San Bernardino, wife of Morris Gusky, Robert Joseph Kirkpatrick of Riverside, first 

wife, Marie Lord Kirkpatrick, second wife, Helyn Kingman Kirkpatrick; Mabel Alberta 
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Kirkpatrick Shacklie of Riverside (deceased), wife of Walter Shacklie of Riverside; Mark 

A. Kirkpatrick of Santa Rosa; Evelyn Kirkpatrick See of Long Beach, wife of LeRoy 

Alvin See; Wilhelmina Pearl Kirkpatrick Stemput of Long Beach, wife of Julian Stemput.  

They are the children of Alma Kirkpatrick and Mary Stiffler Kirkpatrick. 

Georgie Rathbun Jordan of Glendale, wife of Roy Jordan.  She is the daughter of Sarah 

Kirkpatrick Rathbun and George Rathbun. 

LeRoy Van Leuven of Los Angeles, wife Erna Van Leuven.  He is the son of David Pelver Van 

Leuven and Edna Law Van Leuven. 

Clarence Mecham of San Bernardino, wife, Andrea Petersen Van Leuven.  He is the son of 

Delina Van Leuven Mecham Davis and Isaac Mecham. 

Leonard Van Leuven of Portland, Ore., wife, Bretta Nelson Van Leuven.  He is the son of 

Marvin M. Van Leuven and Arbar Wilmont Van Leuven. 

George Ashbaugh of Alhambra, wife, Ruth Defoe Ashbaugh.  He is the son of Zetta Van Leuven 

Ashbaugh Wright and Charles C. Ashbaugh. 

Councilman Leon A. Atwood of San Bernardino; Frances Atwood Webster of Los Angeles, wife 

of Thomas C. Webster; Stanford L. (Tag) Atwood of San Bernardino, wife, Letha Wilson 

Atwood.  They are the children of Leon Arnold Atwood and Frances Hooper Atwood. 

William Banford Jr. of Porterville; Gertrude Banford of Porterville.  They are the children of 

William Banford. 

Betty Jo Shay of San Bernardino.  She is the daughter of Lester Shay and Josephine Heap Shay. 

Frances Shay of San Bernardino; John Shay of San Bernardino.  They are the children of Henry 

J. Shay and Louise Meyer Shay. 

Marcia Mae Smith Patterson of Los Angeles, wife of Dr. H. Harry Patterson.  She is the daughter 

of Emma May Benson Smith and Alta Grant Smith. 

Elizabeth May Benson of Berkeley.  She is the daughter of Edgar W. Benson and Myrna Dotter 

Benson. 

Dorothy May Benson of Lancaster.  She is the daughter of Lloyd H. Benson and Erma Doty 

Benson. 

Melba Van Horn Cox of Whittier, wife of Frank Cox.  She is the daughter of Ethel Holliday Van 

Horn and Elmer Van Horn. 

 

FIFTH GENERATION 

 

William Marvin Kirkpatrick Jr. of Riverside; Jean Kirkpatrick of Riverside.  They are the 

children of William Marvin Kirkpatrick and Emma Mae Powell Kirkpatrick. 

Alice Robin Weyhe of Santa Rosa, wife of Laurence Weyhe; Robert Robin of Santa Rosa; Jane 

Robin Castel of Santa Rosa; wife of John Castel.  They are the children of Alice Corena 

Kirkpatrick Robin and Gabriel Robin. 

Eugene Richard Gusky of San Bernardino; Eunice Maureen Gusky of San Bernardino.  They are 

the children of Ella Mae Kirkpatrick Gusky and Morris Gusky. 

Delbert Kirkpatrick of Riverside.  He is the son of Robert Joseph Kirkpatrick and Marie Lord 

Kirkpatrick. 

Florence Shacklie, Lucille Shacklie, Rozella Shacklie, Gertrude Shacklie, Coy Shacklie, Carl 

Shacklie, Lyle Shacklie, and Mable Albert Shacklie, all of Riverside.  They are the 

children of Mable Alberta Kirkpatrick Shacklie and Walter Shacklie. 

Ruth Jordan (deceased); Paul Jordan of Glendale, wife Agnes Killion Jordan; Daniel Jordan of 

Glendale.  They are the children of Georgie Rathbun Jordan and Roy Jordan. 

Thomas C. Webster Jr. of Los Angeles.  He is the son of Frances Atwood Webster and Thomas 

C. Webster. 

Richard Lee Paterson (sic) of Los Angeles.  He is the son of Marcia Mae Smith Patterson and Dr. 

Harry Harry Patterson. 
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SIXTH GENERATION 

 

 Robin Marie Weyhe of Santa Rosa.  She is the daughter of Alice Robin Weyhe. 

 Duane Jordan of Glendale.  He is the son of Paul Jordan and Agnes Killion Jordan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVING THE PAST FOR THE FUTURE 

SINCE 1888 


