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               City of San Bernardino 

Historical and Pioneer Society 
                                                P.O. Box 875, San Bernardino, CA 92402 

                

 

 

 

LIBRARY NEWS AUGUST 2011 
By Richard D. Thompson, Librarian 

 

 

NELLIE BROWN WIGGETT COLLECTION 
 

The Society recently purchased a collection of photographs and letters coming from Nellie Brown 

Wiggett and her father John Brown, Jr. Three of the photos are of early San Bernardino educators. The 

rest are of the Brown family, although three or four are unidentified. The earliest photo is a carte de 

visite of Ellison Robbins, which is undated, but we know it was taken before 1864, the year in which 

Robbins died. Most of the pictures are from the 1890s or early 1900s. The letters are primarily personal, 

most of them written to John Brown, Jr., and they cover about the same era as do the photos, i.e. 1860s 

to 1910. The collection is in pretty good condition, even though many of the photographs have mildew 

or water stains, mainly affecting the cardboard mounts but sometimes the photos, too, and some of the 

letters, those written in pencil, have faded, although most are still legible. 
 

John Brown, Jr., was a charter member of the San Bernardino Society of California Pioneers, which held 

its first meeting on January 20, 1888. He was also the charter recording secretary, an office he held 

(excepting a year served as president) until his death in 1932. He hand-wrote the minutes of the Pioneer 

meetings, and handled communications to and from the Society. We have those Minutes Books, all but 

Book C (late 1890s), sitting in our fireproof safe at the Heritage Library. Book C has been missing for 

many decades, since before I joined in 1971. Pioneer Society president Chris Harris told me at the time 

that somebody interested in the marriage of Nicholas Earp had borrowed it and never returned it. 
 

This newly acquired collection is of more than usual interest because it comes from such a respected 

family. The collection is a wonderful companion to the huge ring binder full of data, including copies of 

many photographs, prepared by Brown family genealogist Karin Hendrickson, which she donated to us 

in 2006. Karin had dozens of photographs of family members, most of which had not been identified. 

She compressed her work into a feverish period of months, as some of the older family members, the 

only ones who could identify the photos, were of an advanced age. In fact, one aunt passed away a short 

time after being consulted by Karin. The only discrepancy in Karin’s work that I can see is a photo she 

identified as being John Brown, Jr., and his wife Mattie. We now have the original of that photo, which 

can be seen below, and it is identified on the back as being “Mr. and Mrs. Newton Brown.”  
 

The new collection includes five photos of Nellie as a child or young woman, and has a newspaper 

clipping on the death of her father and another about her (1953). It also includes some of her legal 

papers. She had two children, Martha Wiggett Layne and Charles Brown Wiggett, both of whom I met 

in the early 1970s when they were visiting with Elizabeth (Bess) Shay. Bess was the daughter of Byron 

Waters and Louisa Brown, the sister of John Brown, Jr. The collection probably went from Nell Wiggett 

to Martha Layne. It came up for auction two or three months ago, and the seller told Vice President 

Allen Bone that it had been in his possession for about 20 years, but could not remember from whom he 

got it. Martha Layne died in 1995, 16 years ago, which is close enough to the seller’s “20 years” to make 

me believe that is the provenance of the material 
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Following are the photos of the three early San Bernardino educators: Ellison Robbins, Henry C. Brooke 

and Henry Goodcell, Sr. 

 
ELLISON ROBBINS 

 

 
Left: Original carte de visite from the Nellie Brown Wiggett collection. 

Right: Reproduction of photo as it appears in Ingersoll’s Century 
Annals of San Bernardino, printed in 1904 (p. 294). 

 

 
This daguerreotype of Ellison Robbins in bijou case is from 

 my own collection, and I am donating it to the Society 
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HENRY C. BROOKE 

 

 
Left: Original cabinet card photograph from the Nellie Brown Wiggett collection. 

Right: Reproduction of photo as it appears in Ingersoll’s Century Annals of San 
Bernardino (p. 295). 

 
 

HENRY GOODCELL, SR. 

 

 
Left: Original cabinet card photograph from the Nellie Brown Wiggett collection. 

Right: Reproduction of photo as it appears in Ingersoll’s Century Annals of San 
Bernardino (p. 666). 

 



 68 

INVENTORY OF PHOTOGRAPHS: 

 

1. Photograph of unidentified man in suit with high-collar shirt. Mounted on 6” x 9” cardboard. Photo is an 

oval shape. Board is stained although not affecting picture. No photographer’s imprint, nothing written 

on back. 

 

2. Photograph of unidentified man in suit. Mounted on 6” x 9” cardboard. Handwritten caption below 

picture reads “Thank you—The other picture will be returned soon. He is soooo handsome! (and still is!) 

Anne.” Board is water stained at lower left, and photo is also stained in that area. No photographer’s 

imprint, nothing written on back. 

 

3. Photograph of woman. Mounted on 6-3/4” x 9-3/4” cardboard. Identified on back as “Nellie Brown, San 

Bernardino, Dec. 25, 1892.” On cardboard is photographer’s imprint, “H. B. Wesner  Paris Panel  441 

Third Street, San Bernardino, Cal.” Board is water stained along lower left causing darkening of photo. 

 

 
                         Nellie Brown, Photo No. 3                                                 Nellie Brown, Photo No. 5 

 
4. Photograph of young girl. Mounted on 5-1/2” x 6-3/4” cardboard. Identified on back as “Nellie Brown.” 

No photographer’s imprint. Cardboard has moisture stain affecting the lower third of the photo. 

 

5. Photograph of woman. Mounted on 6-3/4” x 9-3/4” cardboard. Identified on back as “Compliments 

Nellie Brown San Bernardino Dec. 25, 1892.” “Nellie Brown” is also written on back, lower left. 

Cardboard is water stained although photo does not appear to have been affected. Piece torn from lower 

left of cardboard (not present), thus removing the photographer H. B. Wesner’s name, but the rest of his 

imprint, “Paris Panel 441 Third Street, San Bernardino, Cal.,” is unaffected. This photo is similar to that 

of No. 3, above, with just a slight variation. 

 

6. Photograph of girl. Mounted on 5-1/2” x 6-1/2” cardboard. Not identified, but the girl is Nellie Brown, 

based on other photos. Cardboard slightly chipped and has water stain or perhaps mildew stain, which 
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does not affect picture. There is a photographer’s imprint, “H. L. Snow, San Bernardino,” on the bottom 

front. Nothing written on back. 

 

 
            Nellie Brown, Photo No. 6 

 

7. Photograph of Henry C. Brooke. Mounted on 4-1/4” x 6-1/2” cardboard. Brooke’s name is written in ink 

on board just below picture. Board slightly stained at upper right. Photo is separating from board, and 

has circular red stain 1/2” in diameter at upper right. Handwritten on back is “Loaned by Mrs. Maggie 

Cochran(? ) San Bdno. To be returned uninjured.” Also written is “H. C. Brooke 1-3/8” x 2-5/8” and 

“Ingersoll.” Photographer’s imprint on back states, “Kildare & Cook, Art & Photographic Room, 4th 

Street, over B. C. Borens, San Bernardino, Cal.”  

 

8. Photograph of Henry Goodcell, Sr. Mounted on 4-1/4” x 6-1/2” cardboard. Goodcell identified on back 

on sheet of green paper glued to cardboard. It also states “to be returned to subject.” Upper left portion 

of photo is separating from cardboard. Photographer is identified as “Sears San Francisco Art Studio, 

182 Third St. San Bernardino.” 

 

9. Photograph of C. A. Dueber. Mounted on 5-1/8” x 7-1/8” cardboard. Written on back is “Your 

affectionate nephew, C. A. Dueber El Oro Mex. June 14, 1903.” Photo and board are in good shape 

except for vertical crease running entire length of board. John Brown, Jr.’s sister Mary married Peter 

Dueber. 

 

10. Photo of Nellie Bly Richardson. Mounted on 4” x 5-1/2” cardboard. Right side of photo damaged. 

Photographer’s imprint,  “From Hamilton’s Grand(?) Rapids,” on bottom front. Young girl, probably 

pre-teen. Written on back is “Nellie Bly Richardson June 30, 1877.” 
 

11. Photo of Nellie Bly Richardson. Duplicate of previous photo and mounting.  
 

12. Photograph of unidentified young girl. Mounted on 4-1/4” x 6-1/2” cardboard.  Photographer’s imprint, 

“Elite Studio, D Street, San Bernardino, Cal.,” on bottom front. Left side of board is water stained, 

affects left side of photo. Pencil notation on back, might be “coke” or something like it. Printed on back 

is “Elite Studio. Vale & Pelligrin, D Street near Fourth, San Bernardino, Cal.” 
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13. Photograph of unidentified baby girl. Mounted on 4-1/4” x 6-1/2” cardboard. Left side of cardboard 

water stained. Photograph separating from board on left side. Photographer’s imprint, “From 

Hamilton’s,” on bottom front. Nothing on back. 

 

14. Photograph of Mr. and Mrs. Newton Brown. Mounted on 4-1/4” x 6-1/2” cardboard. No photographer’s 

imprint. “Mr. and Mrs. Newton Brown” written on back. 

 

15. Photograph of Mr. and Mrs. Newton Brown. Duplicate of previous photo and mounting. 

 

16. Photograph of Perlie Wiggett. Mounted on 5” x 7” oval cardboard. No photographer’s imprint. “Perlie 

Wiggett” written on back. 

 

 
                                         Mr. and Mrs. Newton Brown, Photo No. 14                                             Perlie Wiggett, Photo No. 16 
 

17. Photograph of unidentified woman. Mounted on 4” x 6-1/2” cardboard. Photographer’s imprint,  

“Kramer, 334 S. Division St., Grand Rapids,” on bottom front. Mature woman, perhaps 60 pr 70, could 

be younger. Probably a Hinman (John Brown’s wife, Martha “Mattie” Hinman, was from Grand 

Rapids).  

 

18. Photograph of unidentified girl (maybe 4 or 5 years old) standing on chair in a studio setting. Postcard, 

3-1/2” x 5-1/2”. 

 

19. Photograph of two men. Mounted on 2-1/2” x 2-3/4” cardboard. No photographer’s imprint. Written in 

pencil 0n back is the name of one man, “J. Edward Connor.” Last name is difficult to read and Connor is 

just a guess. There is a date, “October 19, 1908.” 

 

20. Photograph of Ellison Robbins. Carte de visite, 2-1/2” x 4”. Handwritten on back is “Mrs. E. P. Robbins 

Box 172 Redlands, Cal.” And in a different hand, “Photo of Ellison Robbins loaned by Mrs. Canterbury 

Redlands must be returned.” Also written is “Ingersoll.” CDV is in an envelope that was obviously made 

for it to fit into. No photographer’s imprint, but “Los Angeles” is printed on the envelope. Robbins died 

in 1864 and there probably was no professional photographer active in San Bernardino at that time. 
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LETTERS AND MISCELLANY: 

 

ALs:  Autograph Letter signed (handwritten letter with signature). 

AL:    Autograph Letter (handwritten letter with no signature). 

TL:    Typewritten Letter (no signature). 

 

1. ALs from Grace to Will, dateline Malone, N. Y., April 29, 1897. Personal letter in which she mentions 

talking to her father about going to California. No envelope. 

 

2. AL with no addressee, not signed (love letter?). 

 

3. AL in envelope which has return address stamp of John Brown, Jr., and which was addressed to his 

sister Mrs. Peter Dueber in Los Angeles. No specific address, postmarked May 4, no year. Letter may 

not belong in this envelope, as it is dated Dec. 1, 1875 (not May). The letter is not addressed to anybody, 

but appears to have been signed by “Emma” (blurry signature). (JB Jr. had a sister by that name). 

 

 
               Letter from John Brown, Jr., to sister Mrs. Peter (Mary) Dueber, Letter No. 3. 

 
4. AL in envelope addressed to “My Dear Father” and dated July 17, 1885. Envelope addressed to John 

Brown, Sr., with the return address of his son-in-law Byron Waters. 

 

5. ALs in envelope addressed to John Brown, Jr., signed by Stephen W. Foster, Secretary. Letter from 

Society of California Pioneers of New England, dated ? 

 

6. Photos in envelope addressed to Mr. and Mrs. Groog Hug, 5746 Virginia Ave. Los Angeles. Cal., USA. 

Four 2-3/4” x4-1/2” photos of naval officers in China. Written on back of one is “L. R. R. Gallagher 

May 21, 1925.”  “Republic of China” printed on stamp and postmarked from Shanghai. 

 

7. ALs addressed to “My Dear Brother” dated March 30, 1904, and signed by Newton Brown. Envelope 

addressed to John Brown, Jr., no return address. 

 

8. ALs in envelope from Society of California Pioneers of New England dated Jan 28, 1904. To the 

officers and members of San Bernardino California Pioneers, signed by Stephen W. Foster, Secretary. 
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        Letter in envelope addressed to John Brown, Jr., Letter No. 8 
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9. ALs in envelope addressed to “My Dear Uncle John” dated Aug. 19, 1885, from Oceanside. Signed 

Frank W. 

 

10. ALs in envelope addressed to “My Dear Brother John & all a home.”  Written on San Blas Mining 

stationary and dated Nov. 26, 1905, signed “Newton Brown.” No return address. 

 

11. Card in pink envelope. Card is about the size of a modern business card (2” x 3-1/2”) and has the name 

“John Brown” printed on it. The envelope is addressed “Grand Ma Happy New Year.” (I wonder who 

Grandma is? JB Sr. was an orphan, I think, so perhaps it was to his mother’s mother.) 

 

12. Three Western Union telegrams in envelope addressed to John Brown, Jr., with a return address of 

attorney “D. A. Richardson, Nogales, Arizona.” Telegrams have to do with Newton’s wife’s suit against 

him. 

 

13. Western Union Telegram in envelope to Mrs. Morris H. Simpson, from Monty, dated Apr. 3, 1926. 

 

14. Note from John Brown, dated July 9, 1882, promising to give Mrs. John Brown, Sr., “100 (illegible) in 

my silver (illegible),” 2-3/4” x 5-1/2”. 

 

15. ALs in envelope, written on Grand Hotel stationary, addressed “Dear Mr. Brown” and dated June 20, 

1903. Signed by J. E. Jenkins. Indians are mentioned, as is Agua Caliente. 

 

16. Post Card addressed to Minnie? (illegible) Wallace, Talladega, Ala., postmarked July 28, 1913. 

 

17. ALs in envelope written in red ink to “My Dear Sister Emma” dated Jan. 17, 1885. Dateline Palm City, 

San Diego. Envelope addressed to Mrs. Charles A. Rouse. 

 

18. Sheet of 9” x 12” journal paper with lists written on it. 

 

19. Piece of 2-1/4” x 10” paper with Brown family names written on it.  

 

20. ALs written to Mr. John Brown, Jr., dated July 25, 1902, signed by A. Richard. Looks like a deposition 

taken in the Newton Brown suit brought by his wife. Deposition answers are written in Spanish. 

 

21. ALs addressed to “Dear Father and Mother,” Aug. 11, 1880, from Spokane Falls, W.T. (Washington 

Territory). Emma’s name mentioned. Signed “love to Pam, your dau Moll.” 

 

22. Envelope with “Hair” written on it containing a lock of hair. 

 

23. ALs in envelope from J. Wayne Amos and addressed to Pres., Sec. and members of the Pioneers. Tells 

of sickness (he died later that year).  

 

24. ALs from Viola to “Brother and Sister.” Signed elsewhere “Your mother.” Stationary has “Silver Creek” 

embossed on first page. 

 

25. ALs from T(?) H. Talmadge to “Friend Talmadge.” Dateline Commerce, Michigan,”  November 16, 

12.” 

 

26. Prospectus of Hon. D. A. Shaw, “Eldorado Reminiscent and Historical.” In envelope addressed to 

“Secty., Pioneer Soc. San Bernardino.” 
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Nellie Brown Wiggett, 1953, Item  No. 27b 

27. Newspaper clippings: 

 

A. Chas. H. Wiggett Died Tuesday of Pneumonia. (no date). 

B. Descendants of Early Settlers Active Women (re Nell Wiggett: 8/31/1953). 

C. Meeting of the Pioneers (no date). 

 

28. AL addressed to Bro. Brown, no signature, no date. 

 

29. AL addressed “Nellie Lost and Found.” No 

date, no signature. 

 

30. AL addressed “Come Home Father” dated 

Aug 1866. No signature. 

 

31. ALs to “Senora Dona Luisa Sandoval.” The 

letter is datelined El Moro Cal., “Diciembre 

31, 1884,” and signed Refugio Sandoval. 

Written in Spanish. 

 

32. AL addressed to “Dear Friend,” dateline 

Cedar Springs, Oct. 1, 1865. On one page is  a 

list of names with marks behind each one, 

such as would be used in taking roll at school. 

 

33. Little booklet with blank pages that have been 

filled in with what looks like school work. No 

date. 

 

34. ALs addressed to “Mr. Brown,” dateline San ? 

(illegible), July 12, 1882. Signed Emma L. (or 

S.) Boreham. 

 

35. ALs to “Friend Brown.” No date (just 

“Saturday evening”) and signed by W. N. 

Slocum. Looks like it might be about JB Sr.’s 

book, Medium of the Rockies, and JB Jr. is 

handling the legal end of things. Fifteen-

hundred copies for $750, which is 50 cents 

each. 

 

36. Al. addressed to “My Dear Sister,” dateline 

Spokane falls, July 8, 1885. No signature. 

 

37. Handwritten biography of Mrs. Mary Benson 

Downey. Very brief. Born in 1838, started to California in 1852 and arrived in San Bernardino on 

October 3, 1856. Nurse by occupation. 

 

38. AL. addressed to “My dear husband to be” dated Nov. 27, 1916. No signature. 

 

39. Three envelopes without letters: 
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A. Addressed to Enoch Hinman Esq., 814 C Street, San Bernardino. Return address H. B. Wagar, 

Town Treasurer, Cedar Springs, Mich. Postmarked Dec. 11, 1899. 

B. Addressed to Mr. Byron Waters, San Bernardino, Cal., no return address. Postmarked San 

Quentin, Nov. 30, 1881. 

C. Addressed to Mrs. L. Brown, care of John Brown, Jr., San Bernardino, California. No return 

address, postmarked Jun 17, 188(?) (last number illegible), Ran R Station, PA. 

 

40. TL addressed to “My Dear Mother and all at Home Sweet Home,” dateline Boston, Mass., May 28, 

1939. Nine pages plus an addendum. Signed “Bess.” In the letter the name Win appears, thus I am 

reasonably sure that Bess is Elizabeth Shay, wife of Winfred Shay, and daughter of Louisa Brown 

Waters. 

 

41. Three legal papers: two deeds and letter from title company. 

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    Saving The Past For The Future Since 1888 


